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Gleams 


By Carroll B. Fisher 


SAW a dull, gray fog-bank shot with purple gleams, 

as though 

A clump of April violets bloomed against old drifts of 
snow ; 

The jagged edges of a cloud of deepest midnight hue 

Lit up with amber glory as the moon came breaking 
through ; 

And I saw a heavy sorrow, like some dreadful pall of 
night, 

Shot through with little furtive gleams of joy and hope 
and light ; 

And thought, not all unmixed is any gloom or shadow 
here, 

But the Master sends his angel with a touch of hope 
and cheer. 


West ALEXANDER, Pa. 
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An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1906 is now ready, and will be 
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Never-Ending Treasure 

No man has ever discovered all the good there is 
in a fellow-man. And it often seems as though we 
were most blind to the good in those whom we really 
hold dearest. As Mr. Mabie has said : ‘‘ We rarely 
know our best friends on their best side ; our vision 
of their noblest selves is constantly obscured by the 
mists of preoccupation and weariness.'’ If there is 
unseen good in those whom we love, there is still more 
unsuspected good in those who are unattractive to us, 
—unattractive only because we won't look for the 
good that is there. What arich mine of unworked 
treasure, then, is at hand for us all! In friends and 
foes, those whom we love, and those to whom we are 
indifferent, are veins of precious ore that we can never 
exhaust, try as we may! Would it not give life a new 
meaning and joy and zest if we should start to-day at 


discovering some of this treasure, determining to 
count any day wasted in which we have not turned up 


new gems ? 
x 
Why God Loves Us 


If God's love depended upon our deserts, our 
outlook would be desolate. Thanks be to that Love, 
its intensity seems to be measured by the distance 
which we wilfully place between God and ourselves. 
The less we deserve anything from him, the more we 
need him ; and our need, to him, is the challenge to 
his love. He loves us not because we are lovable, 
but because his love will not be denied. One who 
was deliberately fighting God to his own harm had 
occasion to realize this as God’s all-powerful love 
reached down and interfered with the sinful plans 
and brought the child back again. 

** In Him is only good, 
In me is only ill; 
My ill but draws his goodness forth, 
And me he loveth still.’’ 


x 
The Sunday-school’s Next Move 


Limited interest in the evangelization of the 
world cannot exist in one who is wholly serving 
Christ. If the Sunday-school is the great training 
school for Christian service, then the Sunday-school 
that fails to implant the missionary spirit fails utterly 
as a‘Sunday-school, And Sunday-school workers are 
beginning to wake up to this fact. The systematic 
teaching of missions in the Sunday-school is the Sun- 
day-school’s next move. It is going to be done. 
How? No one knows yet. For the problem of 
working out the method of such teaching is nota 
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simple one. But eager hearts ‘and trained minds are 
hard at it, throughout the homeland, and the light is 
beginning to break. The Sunday School Times 
wants to do what it can toward the results for which 
many are longing. In this issue, on pages 206, 207, 
will be found a searching, stimulating discussion by a 
missionary leader, Dr. T. H. P. Sailer, of the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ Why Should Sunday-School Teachers Study 
Foreign Missions ?’’ In early issues of the Times 
other full-page articles will tell Sunday -school 
workers what material is already available for 
Sunday-school mission study. No live teacher or 
superintendent can afford to be indifferent to the op- 
portunity that is now at hand for entering this new 
chapter in Sunday-school progress. Success here 
means the victory of the ‘‘Great Permission. "’ 


x 
The Great Release 


No one lives who does not long to be forever 
freed from something that is in his life. Weakness, 
physical or spiritual or both, is a drag on the joy of 
the strongest man or woman alive. That longed-for 
freedom need not be a matter of hope to anyone. It 
is better than a hope; it is a fact. It is definitely 
promised to those who have laid hold on eternal life. 
Heaven is the place where we shall find it. That is 
what makes our dear ones’ heavenly birthdays a time of 
such joy even to us who are, for a little while, left behind 
and separated from them. Think what this release is 
going to mean to those who have been living in physi- 
cal pain, or blindness, or crippled, or dumb ! Think of 
what it is going to mean to all of us who have been 
living in the torturing struggle against sin! We shall 
be glad, in that day, to remember the times when we 
did not surrender. 
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Self-Purification by Hope 


Cr of the deepest longings of our hearts is for 
purity. We are sometimes keenly, sometimes 
heavily, but always deeply, aware of the veil that 
our impurity throws over our sense of God. Our own 
conscience testifies to the truth of the Saviour’s word 
that only to the pure in heart can the vision of God 
be given. And, longing to see him and to win that 
resolution of our doubts and perplexities which we 
know the sight of God will bring, we crave the de- 
liverance of our lives from all that is impure and that 
denies us God, 

We realize also the malignant influence which im- 
purity exerts upon all that it touches, There is no 
more pervasively damaging power. It taints and 
poisons whatever it can gain contact with. Nothing 
which admits its influence at all can escape its 
contagion. All honest hearts recognize this, and 
long for deliverance from a thing so corroding and 
defiling. 

The one satisfying ideal of manhood, moreover, 
rests on purity. No matter how much we may admire 
the fidelity or kindness or heroism of men, we admit 


‘at once the insufficiency 'and unworthiness of the 


character which lacks purity, the incarnation of the 
truth in the secret parts. And when ‘to honor and 
public service and strength the man adds purity, we 
give him his place as a man of real manhood. ‘For 
half a century Mr. Green has been identified with our 
civic life and progress,’’ said the orator at the funeral 
of the late Andrew H. Green, known as ‘‘ the father 
of Greater New York’’ because his vision foresaw 
and his energy hastened the consolidated city, ‘‘so 
largely identified that we may say that he built him- 
self as a living stone into the lasting edifice of this 


municipality. He had the rugged strength of the 
Puritan stock from which he sprang, a character like 
the granite rock of the New England state from which 
he came.’’ So far, so good: but better still, ‘* His 
purity of thought and feeling displayed the nobility of 
his nature. No coarse expression marred his spoken 
or written words. For all that was noble and tender 
and sweet he had a strong affection.’’ He was one of 
those who desired to be pure in heart. 

This is what we know we need, what in our best 
moments we too desire. If at times we forget, pas- 
sion blinding us, the hour of awakening comes and 
we long the more because of our lapse for the purity 
which will be unfailing. This is the longing of all 
the weary and sated. It is what gives even such a 
commonplace song as ‘‘ Make me a boy again, just 
for to-night’’ such power over the callous-hearted, 
and it is the cry of our noblest hymns, 


** Weary of earth and laden with my sin, 
I look to Heaven and long to enter in ; 
But there no unclean thing may find a home. 
And yet I hear a voice that bids me come.’ 


‘* Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come.”’ 


And even if we need no other purity, we 
the purity of an absolute devotion. 

Is there any hope of such purity for men, a purity 
actually wrought out in character? John believes that 
there is. ‘‘We know,'’ he says, speaking of Christ, 
‘«that if he shall be manifested we shall be like him ; 
for we shall see him as he is. And every one that 
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hath this hope set on him purifieth himself even as 
he is pure.’’ Here we seem to be offcred the very 
thing we need and long for. 

But upon examination the offer seems futile, for 
what John appears to tell us of is only a self-purifica- 
tion, and that is the very thing we have found una- 
vailing, so unavailing that we have probably at times 
even mourned our gift of freedom, and lamented that 
we had not been denied the power of choosing im- 
purity as we have done. Yet the fact is that we are 
free, and God can do nothing for us if we are not 
ready to do for ourselves. He can purify us only if 
we are ready to do our part in purifying ourselves. 
But what is there that we can do? We can long for 
purity, and go in to seek it with self-denying, irrevo- 
cable, and intense devotion. The issue between it 
and impurity must be present to our thought. ‘I 
will never believe that a man has a real love for the 
good and beautiful, except he attacks the evil and 
disgusting the moment he sees it,’’ wrote Charles 
Kingsley. We must see the issue, and commit our- 

selves on the right side. Boys are doing the right 
thing when they set out, as the boys of ‘‘ The White 
Guards’’ do, to put down ‘‘in our own lives whatever 
will tend to make us unmanly and un-Christian, 
pledging ourselves to fight against temptation,’’ the 
first of which in the list mentioned in the constitution 
of «* The White Guards"’ is impurity. So earnestly 
have some felt this that they have literally cut off a 
hand to escape it. A young man was reported to 
have done this near Byrnsville, Indiana, last Novem- 
ber. 

But neither self-effort alone, nor self-mutilation at 
all, is the agency of the purification of the soul. The 
only power for that is a power not in us, the power 
of a hope set on something still out of us, the hope of 
what we are not, but are to be. ‘*He that hath this 
hope,"’ of an ultimate Christlikeness, ‘« purifieth him- 
self."" Such a hope as this has a saving power. It 
saves the sorrowful from despair, and turns their sor- 
rows into holy joy. 


** What can we do o’er whom the unbeholden 
Hangs in a mist with which we cannot cope, 
What but look sunward, and with faces golden, 
Speak to each other softly of a hope ? ’’ 


It gives the warrior unconquerable zeal, for he knows 
that, though the fight is long, the omnipotent succor 
is near, and that he need only fight unyieldingly on 
in order to conquer at the last. And in character we 
really are now what we hope to be. ‘That is our truest 
self. That is what God sees us to be. He looks 
upon us not in our impurity, but in Christ, and what 
he there sees us to be in our possibility and our hope 
he will make us by the creative power of his love 
working in the self-purifying power of our hope. Not 
by the memory of a bad past, but by the hope of a 
Christlike future, does a man purify himself. 
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And our hope need not be timid. If it is to be 
powerful at all, it must not be timid. We have a 
right and a duty to contemplate just what John en- 
courages us to hope for, that we shall be like Christ. 
And the ideal of what we are to be is the law of what 
we should begin to be now. If I am some time to be 
like Christ, I had better set about it now. His purity 
will some day be mine. It ought to be mine now, 
and every habit and desire ought now to be con- 
tormed to the purity which will be mine when I see 
him as he is. Let life be judged now as it will be 
judged then, and let the things be rejected now that 
will be seen to be intolerable then. 

If any of us have been tempted to discouragement, 
we may lift up our hearts again. Here is hope for 
us, whatever our past, hope of a full recovery of our 
dreams, hope for their noblest realization. We need 
not fear what men may ask or say. The good God 
gives us hope. 


‘* «Where are you going, weary feet— 
Feet that have failed in storm and flood ?? 
* 1 go to find a flower sweet 
I left, fresh growing, near a wood. 
The winds blow pure from many a hill, 
And hush to tender stillness there,— 
Shall not this restless heart be still, 
And grow more innocent and fair?’ 
Not so; for sin and bitter pain 
Can never find Youth’s flower again ! 


* Where are you going, wistful face— 

Face with the mark of sin and tears ?® 
*I go to find a quiet place 

Where no one sees and no one hears. 
The beauty and the silence there, 

Shall thrill me through and still my pain, 
Shall touch my hardness into prayer, 

And give me back my dreams again.’ 
Not so; for sin has closed the door 
On Youth’s fair dreams for evermore ! 


* Where are you going, heart of woe, 
Pitiful heart of fear and shame ?’ 
* A strange and lonely way I go, 
Where none shall pity, none shall blame, 
Far with my sin and misery 
I creep, on doubtful feet, alone. 
No human heart can follow me 
To mark my tears or hear my inoan.’ 
Nay—-but the never-ceasing sting, 
The clearness of remembering ! 


«* ¢ What do you see, O changing face, 
Alight with strange and tender gleams ?? 
*I near the ‘hushed and holy place 
Of One who gives me back my dreams,’ 
‘Where are your daring, eager feet— _ 
Feet that so wild a way have trod?’ 
*O bitter world, no scorn I meet. 
Sinful and hurt I go to God. 
On my dark sin for evermore 
A sinless Hand has closed the door !’ ” 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 
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When Does God Not Act in Love ? 


It is hard to get away from man-made notions of 
God that find their origin in the surface-meaning of 
Bible words and expressions, and to face the truth 
that lies deeper than the surface, and that is so abund- 
antly revealed in the Bible to those who will search 
for it. But it is a health-giving process to study into 
the truth that lies deep, and the more we do so, the 
more richly will be revealed to us the loving nature 
and being of Him whose word the Bible is. Just now 
a Pennsylvania reader is disturbed because of state- 
ments that have been made more than once in these 
columns to the effect that God is love, always love, 
and only love. The Sunday School Times rests down 
hard on the conviction of that truth, and is not going 
to give it up. Yet this reader protests : 


A declaration you make is to me very objectionable. It is 
that God's puntdhenene and love are the same. This is true of 
. his chastisement of his children (Heb. 12 : 6), but it is not true 
of his punishment of those who perish eternally. If terms have 
any proper meaning, God is angry with the wicked every day 
(Psa. 7:11), and the wrath of God abideth on unbelievers (John 
32°36). There are more than fifteen hundred expressions of 
God's displeasure at sin and sinners in the Bible, and it is ter- 
ribly misleading to say that God's love was just as much for 
the wicked who perished by the flood as for Noah who was 
saved from it. don't demur to your idea that some good 
people perished by the flood, and that they still remained the 
objects of God's love. Yet the method of their death in that 
terrible judgment was a chastisement, though all sudden deaths 
are not specially of that order. God's real love is saving. It 
is his displeasure that is destroying. The flood was the great- 
est disaster to the wicked on the earth that ever overtookthem 


as a whole, or ever will until the earth and the wicked are de- 
stroyed by fire. It was no doubt a blessing to the righteous, 
and to the cause of righteousness, but it was a culmination of 
God's wrath towards the workers of iniquity, and swept them 
into eternal perdition. 


If God does not always act in love, then God some- 
times acts in unlove, and to that conclusion the whole 
Bible is in opposition. If the Pennsylvania reader 


really believes that God sometimes punishes his sin-. 


ning children in anger, then that reader has not as 
high a standard for God as we all have for the aver- 
age parent. A father or mother who punishes a child 
except in love is so far a failure as a parent. Love 
must be in control, in the human family, if punish- 
ment is to accomplish its only right purpose. And 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times would not 
want to believe that human parents are ahead of the 
Heavenly Father in this. 

If God is love, and only love, and always love, then 
every punishment which God ordains or permits as 
the result of sin, and as visited upon the sinner, is 
ordered or permitted by God in love. One who be- 
lieves this may well have enough confidence in the 
love of that all-loving Father to believe that even the 
eternal destruction of those who in sin persistently 
resist God's love, is the most loving thing that God 
can devise for them. There is nothing in the real 
meaning of the human, anthropomorphic language of 
the Bible writers to contradict this truth. God's love 
saves those who are willing to be saved. God's 
love.mercifully puts an end to the life of those who are 
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living in the misery of a sin-controlled existence. It 
was not a God of temporary hate who-wiped out lives 
in the deluge, and a God of temporary love who led 
Noah into the ark. A God of eternal love was ex- 
pressing himself in love both outside and inside that 
storm-tossed boat. God's love rejoices tosave. God's 
love grieves to destroy. But God's love does both. 


x 
How God Tests Us 


There is nothing so profitable and exhilarating in 
Bible-study as to work out one’s own way through a 
real difficulty of statement or truth. A Virginia reader 
has had this experience in studying God’s memorable 
test of Abraham, and the result is worth passing on 
to readers of the Times. She writes: 


I had always thought that God commanded Abraham to 
sacrifice his son, and then commanded him not to do it, and 
the inconsistency puzzled me, while the idea of God command- 
ing human sacrifice seemed unlike his character as revealed 
elsewhere. As I studied the lesson I discovered that God did 
szot command Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, but to offer him as 
a sacrifice,—a sacrifice which Abraham offered, but which 
God did not require of him. And I find that God still asks 
his children to offer him sacrifices of time, strength, money, 
friends, and even life itself, which he does not intend to require 
of us... He is only trying us, and obedierice will bring a bless- 
ing. Perhaps I have been alone in misunderstanding this in- 
cident ; but as there may be others I send my new reading of 
it, which I believe to be correct. 

Here is twofold helpfulness: the fact that earnest 
study of a Bible passage will reveal a truth that super- 
ficial reading entirely misses ; and the direct bearing 
upon our daily life of the truth thus revealed. After 
we have given God all we have, God restores it all 
and a hundredfold more. But God cannot do this 
unless, like Abraham, we are sincere and uncondi- 
tional in our surrender. 

> a 


Light-Hearted Suggestions 
About the Bible 

The Bible ought to be studied like any other 
book ; and the Bible ought not to be studied like 
any other book. Sometimes there is special need of 
our thinking about the latter truth, and recognizing 
that the Bible is a book apart, and that therein lies 
its power and message. A California reader ‘is dis- 
turbed because men have not edited the Bible as they 
would other books. He writes: 

It may not be very gracious in me to be finding fault with the 
old Bible, but ought we not to have the old Bible in such form 
that there would be less reason to find fault with it? Suppose 
one issue of The Sunday School ‘Times were to be printed 
with no break- and no head-lines or words of explanation 
between the editorials and between the articles of the different 
writers. Would not the ‘‘Open Letters’? come rushing in, 
full of complaints? Yet how are readers to know, in such a 
chapter as Isaiah 28, that the Jerusalem prophet is using the 
rulers of the Northern Kingdom as an object lesson ; that at 
the seventh verse he turns the searchlight upon the rulers in 
Jerusalem ; that in the ninth and tenth they are imagined 
to be wincing and grumbling; that from the eleventh verse 
the prophet is answering them? Are not the arts of the trans- 
lator and the printer capable, in our day, of giving us a Bible 
which shall be accurate and intelligible and attractive ? 

But even this California reader will admit that the 
utterances of The Sunday School Times have not 
quite the same value and character that the Bible has. 
The editors of the Times feel a certain freedom and 
autocratic privilege in paragraphing and labeling what 
goes into these columns—especially as most of it has 
beefi written in their lifetime—which men do not feel 
in handling the Bible.. And if a group of men, in- 
deed, should set to work to improve the form of the 
Bible by some such plan as that recommended, would 
any Open Letter hubbub that has ever enlivened these 
columns be a circumstance to what the Bible students 
of the world would have to say? The California 
reader misses the fact that there is no way of men’s 
ascertaining, beyond all question, the exact thought 
or intention of the original inspired writers of the 
Bible as to every detail in the matter of paragraphs, 
persons addressed, and soon. The interpretation he 
gives of that chapter in Isaiah is a good one,—it was 
given in The Sunday School Times; but not all would 
agree with it. Therefore the translators and revisers 
wisely give us simply the exact message of the text in 
accordance with their best understanding of its form 
and meaning. To individual scholars, commentators, 
and interpreters, they must leave the discussing of 
many unsettled questions. If there were any one 
final court of appeal to which all difference of opinion 
as to Bible interpretation could be referred, the mat- 
ter would be very simple. But it looks as though we 
should have to wait until we get to the New Jeru- 
salem for such a Bible as this would give us,—and by 
that time we may not need any. 
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- LESSON FOR MAY § (Gen. 41: 38-49) 








HE announcement that about two thousand five 
hundred tablets have been found at the probable 
site of the capital of the great Hittite empire 

(Boghaz-kéi, about two hundred miles north of Tarsus, ) 
is exciting great expectations. Last summer an expedi- 
tion was sent to Asia Minor by the German Oriental 
Society, under the direction of Professor Hugo Winck- 
ler of Berlin. On the outside of the city Boghaz-kéi 
are the ruins of three massive structures, hitherto re- 
garded as fortresses. In the largest of these—proved 
to be the remains of a palace—archives in the shape 
of clay tablets written in cuneiform script were found. 
The inscriptions are in the Imperial Museum at Con- 
stantinople. Dr. Winckler has been at work on them. 

It is too soon for the decipherer to write intelli- 
gently of his find, but he has announced the dis- 
covery of a silver tablet containing the treaty between 
Rameses II, of Egypt, and Hattushil, the chief of the 
Hittites. The Hittites in the days of Rameses II were 
too strong for that powerful monarch. After about fif- 
teen years, Rameses made a rather inglorious treaty 
with Hattushil. From the Egyptian copies of this 
treaty in the temple at Karnak, and in the Ramesseum 
at Thebes, it was suggested about a year ago that 
the original was probably written in Babylonian, the 
diplomatic language of the second millennium B.C. 
The discovery of the original establishes this. 

The exact value of the inscriptions for the final so- 
lution of the Hittite problem remains to be deter- 
mined. The tablets are written in Babylonian, and 
some strange language. Probably the unknown tongue 
is the Hittite. If any of these tablets prove to be 
copies of others which are written in Babylonian, or if 
there are any bilingual texts among them, it will not 


’ be long before some progress has been made by Pro- 


fessor Winckler, one of our foremost Assyriologists. 


Canaan’s Language Spoken in Egypt 

The recent important discovery in Egypt of eleven 
rolls of papyri and several ostraca [which are inscribed 
potsherds] written in Aramaic, throws welcome light 
upon Jewish history in the fifth century B.C., and offers 
an interesting commentary on the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, in his burden of Egypt. ‘‘In that day shall 
there be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak 
the language of Canaan, and swear to Jehovah of 
hosts ; one shall be called The city of destruetion. 
In that day there shall be an altar to Jehovah in the 
midst of the land of Egypt’’ (Isa. 19: 18, 19). This pas- 
sage has been regarded by certain scholars as an inter- 
polation, and yet Syéné, a city ‘‘ in the land of Egypt,’’ 
is the ancient name of the place where the documents 
were written, and Aramaic, ‘‘ the languageof Canaan’’ 
in these days, is the language of the papyri. It is by 
the name of Jahweh that they swore in their contracts, 
and to whom an ‘‘altar’’ was erected in Egypt. 

Syéné is on the island Elephantiné, which is oppo- 
site the modern Assuan, at the first cataract of the 
Nile. Road-builders found the rolls of papyri in a 
wooden box, in the exact shape in which they were 
left in the fifth century B.C. They were practically in 
perfect condition, the very tie-strings intact, and the 
clay seals unbroken. 

The documents are dated from the closing year 
of the Persian ruler Xerxes, which was the accession 


year of Artaxerxes I, 465 B.C., to the thirteenth of © 


Darius II, or about 411 B.C., and were written in the 
interests of Hebrews, who are either spoken of as 
Jews or as Aramzans, There were in the commu- 
nity, besides Egyptians and Jews, Persians, Arabians, 
Aramezans, Babylonians, etc., as is determined by 
the proper names found in the papyri. Most of the 
Jewish names occur in the Old Testament, such as 
Azariah, Berechiah, Hosea, Isaiah, Nathan, etc. 
This colony of Jews was permanently settled at 
Syéné, and seem to have preserved their ancestral 
religion. Of most interest is the use of the name 
of Jahweh, which is written not Y H W dH, but 
Y Hf W, once Y AZ, which may be a scribal error. 
YH W was doubtless vocalized /4wa. Some inter- 
esting sidelights are thrown upon social conditions. 
The Jews swore by Jahweh. This, apparently, was 
recognized as effective in the Persian rule. There was, 
however, religious tolerance. Mibtachyah, in whose 
interest most of the documents were written, married 
as her second husband an Egyptian by the name of 
As- Hor, but a subsequent deed shows that he changed 
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The Latest Discoveries in Bible Lands 
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Copy of the Aramaic inscription on the face of a rock 

in Cilicia, which enables Bible students to make con- 

vincing answers to certain modern scholars who have 

denied the authenticity of the decree of Cyrus for the 
return of the Jews to their own homes. 











his name to Nathan, a good Jewish name. This 
would seem to imply that he became a proselyte, and 
yet his wife, Mibtachyah, after her second marriage, 
swore by the Egyptian goddess Sati. Some of these 
Jews had become property owners, and were influen- 
tial bankers or money-lenders. The women could 
own property and dispose of it. They could even 
divorce their husbands. In short, the position of 
women seems to have been on a much higher plane 
than among certain other Oriental peoples. 





Southeastern Asia Minor is covered with ruin-hills 
and artificial mounds which represent accumulations 
of debris. In many instances modern towns rest upon 
or near these sites, which preserve in a modified form 
the ancient names. Here will be found the remains 
of the lost Hittite empire. 

In the summer of 1905, Mr. J. R. Metheny, now a 
student in Semitics at the University of Pennsylvania, 
whose father and grandfather had been missionaries 
in Marash, Syria, discovered an Aramaic inscription 
in Cilicia. It is cut in the shape of a panel, about 
thirty-six inches by twenty-three, in the east face of a 
rock several feet from the ground, near the ruined 
castle in Guzney (near Tarsus), which was probably first 
built in the pre-Roman period. The inscription, in 
five lines, is exceeded in length by only half-a-dozen 
other texts in that language. 


The Authenticity of Cyrus’ Decree 

At the recent meeting of the American Oriental 
Society in Philadelphia, Professor James A. Mont- 
gomery of the Philadelphia Divinity School, into 
whose hands the inscription was given, read his de- 


cipherment as follows : 


** Up to this point the district of Ranal. 
Whoever thou art who mayest molest it, 
him shall curse (?) the Lord (Baal) of heaven and earth, 
the Moon and the Sun ; 
And so let him mind his own business ! ’’ 


The inscription is doubtless: pre-Hellenic. It is 
interesting because it is a boundary stone, so estab- 
lishing a new category in epigraphic science. The 
divine triad is presented. The Moon and the Sun 
(the moon outranked the sun in the old Semitic reli- 
gion) are still the primary celestial deities, although 
many of the early gods had disappeared. But as the 
monarch of all, appears the ‘‘ Lord of heaven and 
earth ’’ (as in Gen. 14: 19). Herepresents the closest 
approach which polytheistic Semitism made towards 
monotheism ; he is the celestial and supreme overlord, 
and, as we learn elsewhere, he was endowed with 
noble spiritual and ethical qualities. The decree of 
Cyrus remitting the Jews to their home in Judea is 
largely refused authenticity by modern scholars be- 
cause of the epithet which Cyrus gives to the Hebrew 
deity, ‘‘the God of Heaven’’; but this inscription 
shows that the Persian king was only employing a 
well-known term for the highest deity. The inscrip- 
tion also exhibits exact correspondence with the reli- 
gion of Palmyra, of which we have considerable know!l- 
edge from monuments of the Christian era. It is 


through the kindness of Mr. Metheny and Professor 
Montgomery, the results of whose study are here given, 
that The Sunday School Times is able to publish this 
inscription for the first time. 


Eliil—not Bel—the God of Nippur 

The statement that the name of the patron deity of 
Nippur, whose sanctuary is known as Ekur, the ‘ father 
of the gods,’’ and the * lord of the lands,’’ was not Bél, 
is almost equivalent to saying that the names of the 
chief deities of Greece and Rome were not Zeus and 
Jupiter. Yet the name of the chief deity of Nippur 
was never Bél, but Enlil in Sumerian times and Ellil 
or Illil in Babylonian days. All scholars know that 
the Sumerians called the god En-lil, but that the 
name Enlil, which is equivalent to Ellil, 4 was carried 
over into the Semitic period, and used up to the 
closing days of Babylonian history, is a great surprise. 

A large number of the business documents of the 
Murashii Sons of Nippur, of the time of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, contain Aramaic notes. That is, the keeper 
of the archives scratched upon the clay a note indi- 
cating the contents, or the name of the person on 
whom the document bore. These are written in Ara- 
maic, which was not only the diplomatic language of 
this late age, but probably the language then exten- 
sively spoken in Babylonia. 

The writing of the names in another language has 
been the means of determining the proper reading of 
certain cuneiform signs written ideographically. Thus 
the writer found that the god Aur-ga/, read Shadi- 
raba@, or Bél, is to be read Amurru, and the well- 
known god WVin-2b, which writing is Sumerian, is to 
be read Enmashtu, which is equivalent to Ex-martu, * 
‘«Lord of Amurru.’’ So both deities seem to belong 
to the Amorite land. 

About nine years ago Professor Hilprecht published 
the copy of one of these endorsements in our Docu- 
ments of Murashi Sons. The first part of the in- 
scription of three lines was understood, but the bal- 
ance baffled the efforts of all. No one realized that 
in the difficult line lay buried the right pronunciation 
of the name of the Nippurian deity, known as BéL 
The writer had the good fortune to solve the mystery. 
The name of Bé--nadin-shum is written in Aramaic, 
*1lshw’ dun, which proves that the name is to be 
read Eliil-shum-tddin, or in other words, the famous 
deity En-lil is not to be read Bél, but Ellil, And 
after further researches it is possible to announce that 
the deity of Nippur was never called Bél, except as a 
title, 422 matatt, ‘‘lord of lands,’’ but Enlil or Ellil, 
in all periods of Babylonian history. 

The Bel of the cuneiform inscriptions invariably 
refers to Marduk. Further, it may be understood 
how Marduk received the name Bél from the god of 
Nippur. Ellil had been the ‘lord (4é/) of lands."’ 
In the days of Hammurabi, the southern part of the 
kingdom was ruled by the cenquering Elamites. In 
the thirty-first year of Hammurabi, by the help of 
Marduk, the patron deity of Babylon, he overthrew 
Elam, and established an empire. Hammurabi, as 
well as others in later days, explained how Ellil, the 
father of the gods, conferred upon Marduk the title 
bél matati, ‘lord of lands.’’ At Nippur, for in- 
stance, Esarhaddon, in Assyrian times, continued to 
attribute this title to Ellil, and many of the Assyrian 
kings addressed Ashur and Ellil in their inscriptions 
as the chief deities of Assyria and Babylonia. 

In the Old Testament 'e// is usually translated 
‘tidol.’’ This word is probably to be identified with 
the Babylonian Ellil. In Isaiah it has the general 
meaning ‘‘idol,’’ but in Leviticus a distinction is 
made. In 19:4 the’ e/idim and the ‘‘ molten gods”’ 
are mentioned. In 26:1 the command is: ‘‘ make 
not for yourselves ‘e/ilim, and a pese/ (an idol of 
wood, stone, or metal), or a masseba (a sacred pillar) 
shall ye not raise up for yourselves, and an ‘eben 
maskith (imagery in general) shall ye not place in 
your land to bow to it.’ It is not improbable that the 
‘elim represent originally terra-cotta images. If 
this identification is correct, the clay images or Ellils 
found at Nippur, furnish the name and form of the 
idols that became a snare to the Israelite. 





1 In the forthcoming number of the American Journal of Semitic 
Languages further proofs of this identity will be found, . 


2 For further proof, see the Proceedings of the American Oriental 
Society. 
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COMMON VERSION 


38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can 
we find such a one as this is, a man in whom 
the Spirit of God is ? 

39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Fou.s- 
much as God hath shewed thee all this, ¢here 
#s none so discreet and wise as thou art: 

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and ac- 
cording unto thy word shall all my people be 
ruled: only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. 

41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I 
have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 

42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his 
hand, and ~ it upon Joseph's hand, and ar- 
rayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a 
gold chain about his neck ; 

43 And he made him to ride in the second 
chariot which he had ; and they cried before 
him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruder 
over all the land of Egypt. 

44 And Pharaoh sand unto Joseph, I am 
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift 
up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaph- 
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Gen. 41 : 38-49. 





AMERICAN REVISION 


38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can 
we find such a one as this, a man in whom 
the spirit of God is? 39 And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath showed 
thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise 
as thou : 40 thou shalt be over my house, and 
according unto thy word shall all my people 
'be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. 4t And Pharaoh said unto Jo- 
seph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt. 42 And Pharaoh took off his signet 
ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's 
hand, and arrayed him in vestures of ? fine 
linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; 
43 and he made him te ride in the second 
chariot which he had; and they cried before 
him, ® Bow the knee: and he set him over all 
the land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall 
no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the 
land of Egypt. 45 And Pharaoh called Jo- 
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LESSON 5. MAY 5. JOSEPH THE WISE RULER IN EGYPT 


(Read Gen. 41-43.) Memory verses: 38-40 
Golden Text: If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God.—Jas. 1:5 


COMMON VERSION 


enath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife Ase- 
nath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. 
And Joseph went out over a// the land of 


ypt. 
46 J And Joseph was thirty years old when 
he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, 
and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 

47 And in the seven plenteous years the 
earth brought forth by handfuls. 

48 And he gathered up all the food of the 
seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, 
and laid up the food in the cities ; the food of 
the field, which was round about every city, 


laid he up in the same. 


49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand 
of the sea, very much, until he left numbering ; 
for i¢ was without number. 







AMERICAN REVISION 


seph’s name Zaphenath-paneah ; and he gave 
him to wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti- 
phera priest of On. And Joseph went out 
over the land of Egypt. 

46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he 
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, 
and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 
47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth 
brought forth by handfuls. 48 And he gath- 
ered up all the food of the seven years which 
were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the 
food in the cities : the food of the field, which 
was round about every city, laid he up in the 
same. 49 And Joseph laid up grain as the 
sand of the sea, very much, until he left off 
numbering ; for it was without number. 


1 Or, order themselves Or, do homage *% Or, cotton *% Abrech, probably an Egyptian word, similar 


in sound to the Hebrew word meaning ¢o 4nee/. 


PRONUNCIATION.—Pharaoh, Fa’ro ; Zaphenath-paaneah, Zaf’nath-pa-a-né‘ah ; Asenath, As’e-nath; 


Poti-phera, Po-tif’e-rah. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


AN a Christian man really succeed in business? 
Can he live right up to Christ’s highest stand- 
ards in everything and at the same time ‘ hold 

his own” in the fierce struggle of the business world 
of to-day? Or must he let down on his Christian 


standards if he would be successful as a business _ 


leader ? 

Perhaps there has been quoted before in this column 
the remark of a young business man whom a friend 
was urging to give himself to the loyal service of 
Christ,—but the incident will bear repeating. ‘‘ No,” 
was the answer, ‘‘ for as I look about me in business, 
I find that the men who are really ‘doing things’ in 
the world are not the men who are interested in mat- 
ters of religion.” How about that? Was it a good 
diagnosis ? 

oseph's story offers a golden opportunity to discuss 
this question. After a few minutes’ general discus- 
sion, as suggested above, invite a consideration of 
Joseph’s case from the standpoint of such queries as 
these ; 


1. Was Joseph a good man? If so, wherein? 

2. Did Joseph let down on the highest standards of right 
as he knew them? Prove your answer. 

3- Would his life stand the test of Christ’s principles of 
living? Show how. 

4. Was Joseph a successful man? Would his record be 
counted successful by the standards of the world to-day? 
Prove this. 

5. What was the secret of Joseph’s success? Was it 
goodness? Are all good men successful? What is good- 
ness? 


The first three questions will review Joseph's life 
so far, and refresh the ee memories on the events 
of the past two les ons. It would be difficult to point 
out wherein Joseph had let down on any of Christ’s 
standards as: we know them. It is easy to show 
wherein he lived up tothem. A brief statement of 
the events between last week's lesson and this is 
found in Mr. Foster’s third paragraph. 

After getting the pupils to prove conclusively, from 
the record, that Joseph’s life had been a good one, 
turn to the fourth question, that of his tempcral suc- 
cess. This brings us into the events of this week’s 
lesson. Let them be brought out in all their fulness 
and importance. Professor Beecher’s comments on 
verses 39-46 show the formality and ceremonialism 
that attended the honoring of Joseph. Now put the 
record into Dr. Dunning’s terse but graphic sentence 
(first pemazeph) : “* Joseph in a dozen years tra- 
versed the distance between the place of a younger 
son ina family of Hebrew shepherds to that of Sec- 
retary of State in the oldest and one of the mightiest 
kingdoms in the world.” 

Was that success, as the world counts success ? 
Not much doubt of the answer here, is there? But, 
perhaps some one will say, Joseph’s case was en- 
tirely exceptional. Good men are not often as suc- 
cessful in this world as he was. How about that? 
A study of the st!: question above will help to let in 
the light here. And in this part of your yh study 
such material as the following will be useful: 


Secrets of Joseph’s success (Ridgway, 1, 2, 3; Dun- 
ning, 2, 3, last; rdon, 3, 4). 
How Christ’s missionaries have forged to the front in 


the temporal life of heathen nations,—-Martin, Verbeck, 
Mackay, and Jackson ; and how heathen rulers have rec- 
ognized God’s power in things of this world,—the Chinese 
Viceroy, Marquis Ito, and the king of Siam (Pierson). 

How and why Christianity counts in inventions, business, 
leadership of men (Illustrations, 1, 3, 4). 

Why an unprincipled political boss held on to a lawyer 
of high moral principle (Howard, 2). 


That a man can be ** good”’ and succeed in matters 
of this life would seem to have been proved by now. 
But what is the ‘‘ goodness” that wins that kind of 
success? Some one has said ‘‘mere goodness is 
fatal.” By ‘*mere goodness” was meant a ccunter- 
feit sort of thing that is not goodness at all; a pass- 
ive, backboneless, characterless kind of refraining 
from aggressive wrong-doing that some people mis- 
takenly call piety and religion. That is not good- 
ness. Goodness is God-likeness, full of energy and 
unconquerable action. Brains, ability, tireless study 
and practise for the increasing of one’s best useful- 
ness in definite lines,—all these are necessary parts 
of the goodness to which God calls us. Joseph’s 
record foreshadowed the type of Christian manhood 
that is possible only in Christ, and that is leading 
the world to-day in successful statesmanship, and 
finance, and business, and professional life. Those 
who are ‘‘interested in religion” as Joseph was. are 
the on/y men who are “doing things” that will stand 
the test even of this world’s judgment. 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


Why the butler finally remembered Joseph (Beecher, 
second paragraph under ‘* Persons ’’), 

The abundance and famine conditions not unusual in 
that land (Beecher, on vs. 46-49). : 


The Mystery Box . 


Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible. Answers to all the other questions can be 
found in the lesson articles, or in the italic sen- 
dences between articles, in this issue. 











1. What lesson in arithmetic was Joseph learning ? 
2. How much time passed between the butler’s 
dream and Pharaoh’s ? 
3. On whose tomb was found an inscription men- 
tioning a famine in Egypt? 
4. How old was Joseph at this time ? 
5. What is the way to find the noblest work ? 
6. Why were these stories of the patriarchs 
written ? 
7. Who failed to explain Pharaoh’s dream to him? 
8. What is a good recipe for leading men? 
9. What parallel is there between Joseph and 
Jesus ? 
10. How much of the plenteous grain did Joseph 
take for the government ? 
11. Does God need bad to help his. good ? 
12. Wherein lies the real success of any one? 
13. What beginning did a certain minister have to 
make when he wislied to ascend a tower ? 
14. What did Joseph’s Egyptian name seem to 
commemorate ? 
15. What edict has recently been issued by Chang- 
chih-tung ? 














In the Oriental mind, ability and the spirit of God are 
always associated (Howie, 1). 

What kept Joseph from having a ‘‘swelled head ’’? 
(Ridgway, 5). 

A missionary’s unconscious preparation for the siege of 
Peking (Illustrations, 5). 

A keen and effective way to handle the teaching of the 
lesson (Foster, 5, 6). 

Why the cow appeared in Pharaoh’s dream (Sanders, 3). 

Is capacity ever defeated because of lack of opportunity ? 
This question is suggested by Professor Sanders’ first ques- 
tion, and should furnish a fruitful discussion. 

Discouraged teachers, read Mr, Foster’s last paragraph ! 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—Seven years, beginning two years later 
than the events of the last lesson (Gen. 41: 1), 
Joseph is now thirty years old (Gen. 41: 46). 

Perhaps about 1723-1716 B. C. 
Place.—The land of Egypt. 
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Persons.— Joseph, Pharaoh and his counsellors, and 
other Egyptians. It is an Egyptian dynasty when 
chariots and horses are in common use (Gen. 41: 43; 
46:29; 50:9; 47: 17), when a-shepherd was an 
abomination to the Egyptians (Gen. 46: 34, comp. 
43 : 32), when the native Egyptian priesthood was in 
the ascendency (Gen. 41 : 45; 47: 22, 26). These and 
many other marks conclusively prove that this was 
not one of the shepherd dynasties, and therefore that 
this Pharaoh was one of the kings of the eighteenth 
Egyptian dynasty, after the conquests of Thutmose 
III in Palestine. 

Joseph's interpretations of the dreams of the chief 
butler and the chief baker came true, but the man 
whom Joseph had befriended did not ‘‘ remember 
Joseph, but forgat him.” A man of less spiritual sta- 
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LESSQN. FOR. MAY 5 (Gen. 4x : 38-49) 


bility than Joseph might have become discouraged. 
It seemed as if no one would appreciate or help - him, 
no matter how well he might deserve it. But the 
God in whom Joseph trusted brought it about that 


’ Pharaoh had dreams, and could find no interpreter; 


and then, at last, the chief butler found it to be for 
his interest to have a better memory, Thus arrived 
Joseph's opportunity, for which he had had to wait 
so long. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 38.—Pharaoh said unto his servanis: To 
his trusted advisers, equivalent to the cabinet minis- 
ters of a modernking. Doubtless they took time for 
discussion, and for inquiry into Joseph's antecedents. 

Verses 39-40.— Pharaoh said.unto Joseph: An- 
nouncing the appointment that had been agreed 
upon,—Over my house: This is the specific position 
to which Joseph is appointed, Master of the royai 
household.—Be ru/ed: When the master of the 
household speaks the people are to dohomage. This 
rendering of the margin is the best.—On/dy in the 
throne will I be greater than thou: Joseph is second 
in rank to the king only, but there may be other heads 
of departments who are his equals in rank. . 

Verses 41-46a.—Joseph is formally invested with 
the authority of his department. We are not told 
how long this was after he was appointed, but some 
time might be required for preparation.—Signel ring 

.. vestures of fine linen,..agoldchain... the 
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second chariot... they cried before him: Five parts 
of the ceremonies of investiture.—Ca//ed Joseph's 
name: It was the correct thing in Egypt for impor- 
tant personages to receive a new name on entering 
upon a new function. Joseph’s new name is Egypt- 
ian, and seems to commemorate his sagacity.—Gave 
him to wife Asenath: It is important that Joseph 
shall have a social and family position corresponding 
to the importance of the functions assigned to him. 

Verses 46 b-49.—The seven plenteous years: The 
fertility of Egypt depends on the overflow of the Nile. 
Those who have studied the conditions of the overflow 
know that there is nothing miraculous or incredible 
or unexampled in such a series of unusually plentiful 
years, followed by a series of bad years, as is de- 
scribed in this narrative. The miracle of the case 
lies in the king’s attention being called to the matter, 
and in Joseph's having the knowledge and wisdom 
to deal with it.—He gathered up: By the process of 
exacting one-fifth for Pharaoh (Gen. 41:34). Whether 
the government paid for the grain thus taken the nar- 
rative does not say.— A // the food: ** All” is of course 
used in a general sense only.—Round about every 
city: He equalized the distribution locally. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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There is sure to be something royal about him in 


whom the King dwells. 


<2? 


A Love Autocrat 


By S. D. 


OD never movesina hurry. Andhe never fails. 

He prefers to work through natural channels. 

He goes along the line of least opposition. But 

no opposition can make his plans fail. It took thirteen 

years to get Joseph to the throne of Egypt. 

a long time. to the slandered, wronged prisoner. It 

seemed a very short time to God, because he is so 

big. It is always bad to try to push the hands of 

God’s clock ahead. That clock keeps good time, 

neither slow nor fast. It is better to take God’s pace 

than to think of crowding it. But there is nothing 

harder for us to learn than just that. And many 
never do learn it. . 

God doesn't need bad for his good. Yet there has 
been quite a bit of inferential teaching that he does. 
He didn’t need the brother’s hate, nor the wife’s evil 
passion, nor the dungeon’s dampness and rusted 
chains to get his man into control in Egypt. He did 
not need, later, the treachery of Judas, nor the hell- 
ish hate of the Jewish clique of leaders, nor the cow- 
ardice of Pilate, to work out a plan of atonement. 
Moses got the best learning and training this sathe 
world-center of culture afforded, and supplied the 
model for the world’s legal codes without any such 
accompanying circumstances. Daniel rose as high 
as Joseph in a world-nation greater than Egypt, un- 
der a greater ruler, and Mordecai to the same position 
in the world-power of his time without any such as- 
sistance. God does not need bad to help his good. 
That lie should be carefully nailed, and the nail well 
clinched on the under side of the board. His good 
comes not through bad, nor by means of bad, but in 
spite of the bad. The Devil is not a necessity. Every 
bit of bad, of selfishness and stubbornness in us hurts 
and hinders, and makes God’s task so much the 
harder, 

Joseph had learned a great secret—the great 
secret—‘' not in me: God.” It was worth all those 
weary, prison years to have gotten this grained in 
deep, ‘‘not in me: God.” Paul learned the same 
thing, ‘tit is God that worketh.’’ Not in me, but 
through me. We are channels that God uses. God 
needs channels. It is a wondrous privilege to be a 
channel ; but the poweris all in God working ¢hrough 
the channel. The thirsty traveler on a hot dusty 
road doesn’t swallow the tin-cup sitting on the edge 
of the well, nor think about it, but uses it, lays it 
aside, is grateful for the water, and passes on re- 
freshed. Some folks seem greatly impressed with 
what fine tin-cups they are, to pass out the water of 
life with. Our success or achievement is not primarily 
because of anything in us, but because of the God 
working through us. A man may ignore God. But 
God in his great graciousness never ignores any man. 
But only as he is allowed sway in the life, and full 
sway, can the’fullest possible achievement come. 

Pharaoh made a great discovery. It was greater 
than he knew or was thinking of as he spoke the 
words. ‘* Can we find such a one asthis, a man in 
whom the Spirit of God is?” No, you never can, 
then or now, there or here, ancient or modern. The 
ungrieved presence of God in the life is the secret of 
wisdom and power and achievement, The presence 
of God is the natural atmosphere of a man’s life, any 
man, or woman, or boy ;_no matter where, or what 
the occupation may be.. To be -true men, we need 
God. The tree needs the air and suyn.and moisture 


It seemed : 


Gordon 


and soil ; the bird needs the air ; the fish the water. 
Man needs God. Every man does. Simply as his 
a, The body is healthier, the mind keener, 
the will stronger, the judgment safer, the sympathies 
warmer and truer, the achievements greater, in pro- 
portion as a man yields all his life to the sway of the 
Spirit of God. The lawyer makes a stronger, fairer 
putting of this case, the railroad manager is keener 
and shrewder, the man in the thick of life’s compe- 
tition is both truer and more alert, and all without 
the world’s mean selfishness stealing in to hurt ; the 
mother with the children is wiser and: gentler, the 
teacher gets a better hold upon those restless boys, 
as each lives in the ungrieved presence of our won- 
drous God. You never can find such a one as the 
man in whom the Spirit of God is in full control. 
Joseph was getting @ great lesson in arithmetic, 
in addition. He had sought first and faithfully to 
please God, and now a great many things were being 
‘‘added unto” him. They were things he didn’t 
especially need but could enjoy, fineclothes, jewelry, a 
fine home, and a turn-out with full-blooded thorough- 
breds. These things do not make a man nor give 
social position in the best society. Neither can they 
spoilatrue man. They arethe incidental trimmings 
of social position, serving a useful purpose at times, to 
be put on or laid off like a coat, and never affecting the 
simplicity of the true man, nor severing him from his 
strong life-purpose. But costly jewelry and furnish- 
ings and paintings, fine bindings and curios, must 
seem grotesque to Jesus when in the possession of 
one who doesn’t belong to himself, while his brothers 
are dying for want of the bread of wheat and the 
bread of life. They serve best when transmuted into 
helped lives through the divine alchemy of use. 
y soe became an autocrat, a love autocrat. That 
is the only safe sort. He was the premier of the 
world’s great autocrat of his time. His power was 
as absolute as that of his sovereign. He was swayed 
in all he did by the — of love, utterly unselfish 
thought for others. he only time such absolute 
power can be entrusted to a man is when the spirit 
of love is an absolute autocrat in his life. A highly 
centralized paternal government, great railroad com- 
binations, and huge trusts are immensely helpful— 
when swayed by love. My historical memory seems 
to be a bit shaky as I write. I can’t just seem to re- 
call instances to quote, outside of this Joseph story. 
The high genius that makes such organizations 
possible is of the very finest order. Great good can 
come, and does come. But there is always hanging 
overhead, held only by a slender thread, the danger 
of all being used by brute force, with a devilish self- 
ishness that means only saddest disaster to untold 
numbers of human lives. The living spirit in the 
wheels decides their value. If a spirit of selfishness, 
then the highest genius is being used damnably. If 
a spirit of love, the result is good, all good, and only 
good, and then better, and best. We can trust so- 
cialism in its extreme forms, and even a common 
purse for all, when the spirit of love—that is of Je- 
sus—is dominant in men’s lives; probably not before. 
Oh, ves, I do recall one instance as write, and 
there are others like it. It is of aman, very wealthy, 
at the head of a world-known industry, greatest of its 
kind in the world, employing thousands of men, 
among .whom labor .uniens. and labor troubles: are 
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alike unknown. I remember that recently in speak- 
ing of him, men who did not know each other said to 
me with a sudden softness in the voice: ‘* Oh, every- 
body in —— loves ——.” This is a bit of prophecy 
in the midst of probably the sharpest competition that 
the business world has known, of something, Some- 
body, coming. When Jesus comes to reign, whom 
eure reigning foreshadowed, he will be an abso- 
ute autocrat, a love autocrat, idving and loved de- 
votedly by every one in his kindom. 
Mapison, N. J. is 


If you would lead men you must look to God. 








Se 
esson-Lights 


MAN in whom the spirit of God is (v. 38). 
A blind pupil whom I taught to thread the 
needle is often admired by small groups. of 
people; many of them with a thoughtful lateral move- 
ment of the head repeat the proverbial saying, ‘Thou 
canst not guess in whom the spirit of God is.” ‘This 
evidently means that the spirit of God may be in a 
prisoner, a blind man, or in any other person in whom 
you least expectit. Cleverness and goodness, shrewd- 
ness and piety, are somehow associated in the Ori- 
ental mind as cause and effect. Bezalel was a clever 
artificer because he was filled with the spirit of Elo- 
him (Exod. 31: 1,2; compare also 1 Kings 22: 22). 
The phrase, ‘‘A man in whom the a of God is,” 
was as natural in the mouth of an Egyptian as of a 
Chaldean, for such expressions are found in very 
ancient passages of the ritual. 

And he gave him to wife Asenath, the fa. 
of Poti-phera priest of On (v. 45). When the Caliph 
Harun-al-Raschid discovered in Yarfar what Pharaoh 
discovered in Joseph relatively, Harun gave him to 
wife, not merely the daughter of one of the nobility, 
but the Caliph’s own sister. Other Oriental Pharaohs 
could be as enthusiastic over a man with exceptional 
abilities to help their cause as the Pharaoh of Joseph's 
story, and this practise is not yet out of date in the 
Orient. 

The food of the field, which was round about 
every city, laid he up in the same (v. 48). In the 
tomb of an Egyptian officer named Paturi, dating 
from the days of Sekenew Ra, of the seventeenth 
dynasty, was found this inscription: ‘‘ There being 
famine manifested during many years I provided 
corn to the city in each famine.” On this Joseph 
Pollard observes: ‘‘It is quite possible that this 
alludes to the great famine recorded in Genesis. . . . 
The owner of the tomb was probably the ruler over 
the city in Joseph’s day and carried out the instruc- 
tions of the Hebrew viceroy.” 

SuweErr, Beyrout, Syria. 
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The world may not fear God, but it is quick to 
Jeel hin in any man. 
<hD . 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ND Pharaoh said unto his servants (v. 38). That 
is to say, consulted his cabinet and looked up 
Joseph's record. Joseph’s own dreams got him 

in and other people’s dreams got him out, ‘* Find your 
money where you lost it.’””. Thirteen years’ course is 
finished. Where’s the bad luck? What was his 
record? Reckon you noticed verse r4 tells a whole lot. 
Personal appearance is significant. Let ~_— fellow 
take the hint. Suppose some Pharaoh would start 
an inquiry after you! If Opportunity came your way 
what would she find you prepared for? Whatdo you 
do evenings, loaf, play cards, etc., or work and im- 
prove yourself? Oh, yes, I know, ‘‘a fellow can’t 
be hard at it all the time,” but those who win lord- 
ships have to be. Ask any ‘ big fellow” who “ gets 
there’ and doesthings. Just find these verses (Prov. 
10:45 123 24; 13:43 23:5; 28:29), and the dic- 
tionary tells you what diligent means. If you want 
further proof look around you. 


A man in whom the Spirit of God ts (v. 38). Why 
do you like a spirit-ed horse ?. Because he has some 
**get ay go” inhim. The world likes just such 
men. ust have them, too, for its best work. The 
Spirit-filled man is the God-guided man. God-guided 
men cannot make mistakes (Jas. 1: 5), that's why. 
Employers hungry for that kind of help. The em- 
ployment end of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation cannot get enough boys to fill the demand. 
Business men somehow think the Triangle brand of 
boysthe best. It does not always follow. I heard An- 
drew Stevenson of Chicago say that nearly every im- 
portant bank and industrial establishment in Chicago 
is headed by Christian men.. He gave ‘‘ names and 
In the next generation the leaders in 
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this town will have risen out of the churches—just as 
the present leaders have done. To be ‘ta man in 
whom the Spirit of God is,” is to secure your future. 
Would you know how to get this great gift, turn to 
Acts 2: 38. 


None so discreet and wise as thou (v.39). Kind 
of graduates God turns out of his college when they 
take the full thirtgen years’ course. Spirit of God in 
aman apt to make him wise and discreet (Isa, 28: 
26). God seems. to show his children things, Pha- 
raoh’s dream was easy; anybody could have inter- 
preted it but those stupid gyptians—after Joseph. 
And that advice, why of course ! Then there are the 
air-brake, trolley pole, rubber on the end of a pencil, 
fountain pen, typewriter, etc.,— you surely would 
have invented them if the other fellow hadn’t ; they 
are all so simple—after you see them, ‘The spirit-ed 
horse sees everything along the road,—-the ‘‘old 
plug " sees ey he Spirited man sees things, 
and that is why Christian men sit in high places and 
Christian nations dominate the world. When Christ 
gets into your heart, open will go your eyes, 


Pharaoh said, See, I*have set thee over all the 
land Y Egypt (v. 41). ith strong accent on the I. 
And he really thought he had. That is why we 
laugh down at the mill when we see the understrap- 
pers lording it around at great rate with what “/ 
am,” and ‘*/ do,” and ‘'/ say,” and ‘‘/ want.” There 
is a little bunch of gray matter behind a big mahog- 
any desk up in the main office. If you are all rigat 
at the nye, ae | desk you don’t worry. But sup- 
pose you are not? All turn to John 3: 36. Suppose 
you are under the wrath of the mahogany desk, how 
comfortable will it be in the mili? ell, if you are 
not having an easy time in this world, can you 
wonder ? 


al 
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They cried before him, Bow the knee (v. 43). 
education of Joseph rendered him immune from 
swelled head. Fine linens, gold rings and neck chains 
cannot spoil spirit-filled men. Joseph had done some 
knee-bowing himself. How many of you could stand 
sudden elevation to power and riches? Name some 
things you would do. Did I hear anybody suggest 
using the power and the riches to save somebody ? 
Perhaps that is why God yet keeps you living in 
Coatesville and clerking in a store (Jas. 4: 3). 


Joseph was thirty years old (v. 46). Of course in 
these lessons you are noting the wonderful parallels of 
Jesus and Pa Both began at thirty to save the 
world. All those thirty years old stand up. Have 
~~ all decided what your life-work is tobe? Do you 

now if that is what God intends for you? Have 
youasked him? A poor old one-eyed begger stopped 
me one day on Walnut Street, Philadelphia, opposite 
The Sunday School Times office. I told on God loved 
him. ‘‘ Well,” said he, ‘‘if God loves me why don’t 
he do something forme?” ‘Have you ever asked 
him?” ‘ Er—ah—well—no,” said he. ‘Then do 
you think I would have given you this coin had you 
not stopped me and asked?’’ Boys,do you remem- 
ber that ladderI gave you in the beginning—a man’s 
life means—tender teens, teachable twenties, tireless 
thirties, etc. That suits Joseph and you. Now is 
the time to get up steam for lots of work, day.and 
night. Seven years of hustling ahead of Joseph in 
God's service. Seven for you, too, if you will help ; 
he needs you (2 Cor. 6: 1), and what a splendid 
partnership ! 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


That 
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The way to find the noblest work is to do all your 
work nobly. 


‘ape 


The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the des¢ illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the yon E 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage, as no 
manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar. 


4 July 28.—The Golden Calf (Exod. 32 : 1-8, 30-35) . Due April 27 
s August 4.—The Tabernacle (Exod. 40: 1-13, 34-38) . « May4 
6. August sz.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10: 

wu, TA ee ee ea 2 oe ee oe - 


) May 11 
i August 18,—The Day of Atonement (Lev. 16: 5-22). “ 


May 18 

. August 25.—Israel Journeying to Canaan (Num. 10: 
11-13, 29-36) err rr th “« May 25 

g. September s.—The Two Reports of the Spies (Num. 
BBS 37-90; 933593) oe - eee ees « Juner 


A Prayer-Guided Inventor—Golden Text. 


F ANY of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of 
God (Golden Text). The Rev. George Winifred 
Hervey relates that some time ago, while pursu- 

ing investigations inthe Astor Library, in New York, 
ae used often to. meet there Professor Samuel F. B. 
Morse, the renowned inventor of the electric tele- 
graph. Once he asked him this question: ‘' Pro- 
essor Morse, when you were making your experi- 
ments yonder in your rooms in the university, did 
you ever come to a stand, not knowing what to do 
next?” ‘Oh, yes; more than once.” ‘And at 
such times, what did you do next?” ‘*I may answer 
you in confidence, sir,” said the professor, *‘ but it is 
a matter of which the public knows nothing. When- 
ever I could not see my way clearly, I prayed for more 
light." The Rev. John T. Faris, Philadelphia. 
trom the Herald and Presbyter. 


Why Christianity Counts in Business—v, 38. 


Can we find such a one as this is? (v. 38.) Some 
years ago a successful lawyer in an Indiana city told 
mé he became a Christian just as he was beginning 








ractise. ‘* What do you want to be so foolish for? 
You'll spoil your business,” was the warning of a 
friend, the proprietor of asaloon. ‘ Be a Christian 


if you will, but keep quiet about it. No one wants 
a Christian lawyer.” The lawyer did not keep it 


quiet. His practise grew. The saloonkeeper, how- 
ever, gave his work to an atheist practising near-by 
—until he wanted to make ins will. Then he sent 


for the Christian lawyer. *‘Il want a Christian for 
this work,”’ he said. ‘‘I must have a man on whom 
I can depend.”"—7he Rev. John T. Faris, Phila- 
delphia. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


The Spirit’s Victory over Sin—v. 38. 


A man in whom the Spirit of God is (v. 38). The 
Rev. F. B. Meyer writes: ‘‘When I was a boy I 





used to go the Polytechnic in London, where my 
favorite diversion was a diving-bell, which had seats 
around the rim, and which, at a given time, was 
filled with people and lowered into atank. We used 
to go down deeper, deeper, into the water, but not a 
drop came.into that diving-bell, though it had no bot- 
tom, and the water was quite within reach, because 
the bell was so full of air that, though the water 
lusted against the air, the air lusted against the 
water, because the air was being pumped in all the 
time, and the water could not do what otherwise it 
would do. If you are full of the Holy Ghost, the 
flesh life is underneath you, and though it would 
surge up, it is kept out."—Zhe Rev. John T. Faris. 
Philadelphia. 


A Spirit-Led Warrior—v. 38. 


A man in whom the Spirit of God is (v. 38). Gen- 
eral Lee was one of the most trustful men in God’s 
providence I ever saw. His love of the Scriptures 
and devotion to the study of God’s Word were beauti- 
ful. The day after his death I sat by his body, 
counting it a privilge to be a watcher there, and I 
picked up a Bible from a table. On the fly-leaf were 
the words, ‘‘ R. E. Lee, Lieutenant-Colonel U. S. A.” 
I opened it and saw that the passages marked were 
the more tender ones concerning personal salvation 
and the help to be found in God’s Word. I thought 
how the old Book had influenced him in being the 
man he was. In the army he was a daily reader and 
student of the Scriptures, even in his most active 
campaigns, and when he came to the college he did 
everything in his power to promote its study, be- 
coming president of the Rockbridge Bible Society. 
In a letter to Beresford Hope of England, who, with 
others had sent him a Bible, said: ‘‘It is the Book 
compared to which, in my view, all others are of 
minor importance, and in all my perplexities it has 
never failed to give me light.” To me he said once: 
*« There are things in that Book that I may not be able 
to explain, but I believe them with all my heart and 
accept them as the inspired word of God.”” General 
Lee was a man of prayer. He always had family 
prayers at home, and while president of Washington 
College was never absent from prayers in the chapel 
unless away from the town or too sick to attend.— 
Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Yu. The Rev. 
]. William Jones, in The Baltimore Sun, 


How God Plans Men’s Lives—v. 30. 


There is none so discreet and wise as thou (v. 
39). When F. D. Gamewell was at Dickinson 
College, he took the engineering course because of 
inherited tastes. He became a missionary, and when 
the Boxer rebellion broke out in China, and the Euro- 
pean missionary and diplomatic population of Peking 
took refuge in the English Legation, it was Game- 
well who conducted the engineering work which made 
the defense successful, work which called forth the 
admiration of military experts, and won for its brave 
teaser a medal from the British government. It was 
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that college course, bearing no apparent relation to 
the life-work of him who took it, which prevented the 
slaughter of those gathered representatives of Europe 
and America by the infuriated Boxer fanatics. His- 
tory is full of illustrations of this principle—the im- 
portance of the trivial.—A/ice B. Easterly, Glovers- 
ville, N. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Wallace 
McMullen, in The Christian Herald. 


Starting Up by Going Down—v. 41. 


1 have set thee over all the land of Egypt (v. 41). 
A well-known minister wished to ascend a tower that 
commanded a fine view of the surrounding country. 
**Come this way, sir,” said the guide, leading him to 
some steps which looked as though they led down 
into a vault. ‘‘ But I want to ascend, not descend !” 
* This is the way up, sir.” A few steps down led to 
many steps up. He reached the top, and a fine pan- 
oramic landscape lay stretched Aw sh him. So this 
guide led a down that He might lead him up to 
those heights of vision and power prepared for those 
who honor Him.—Mrs. M. Watts, Clapham Park, 
From The Sunday School Chronicle. 
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The greatest honor that can come to any is the 
opportunity to serve some great good. 


prs we 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World. 


OSEPH’S fidelity and pa gee d to God bore fruit. 
Even a heathen monarch was compelled to tes- 
tify to the power of God as manifested in Joseph. 

Pharaoh said: ‘‘ Can we find such a one as this, a man 
in whom the spirit of Godis ?” No, heathenism does 
not produce such men, and non-Christian nations are 
finding it out. Chang-chih-tung, the Chinese Viceroy 
of Hupeh and Hunan, a man who governs more peo- 
ple than there are in Japan, recently issued an edict 
to the effect that the Christian ow Testament 
should be taught in the government schools of his 
provinces. This follower of Confucius has become 
well acquainted with Griffith John and other noble 
missionaries, and he has become convinced that 
Western civilization and morality are founded on the 
teachings of Christ ; his people therefore must sttidy 
them. 

Missionary history is full of instances that parallel 
the experience of Joseph. God’s servants go to for- 
eign lands, suffer unmerited trials, remain faithful, 
and are finally exalted to positions of power. Dr. W. 
A. P. Martin, the venerable Presbyterian missionary 
to China, so proved his intelligence and power in the 
days of hostility that he was made the president of 
the Chinese Imperial University at Peking. Alex- 
ander Mackay of. Uganda, from being ignored and 
persecuted, became the great predominating influ- 
ence in the kingdom, Many years ago, when Chris- 
tians were expelled from Japan, the government is- 
sued an edict forbidding all foreigners to enter the 
country and declaring that should the foreigners’ God 
himself come to those shores, he would pay the pen- 
alty with his head. ‘To-day Christians have been ele- 
vated to positions of highest authority, and many of 
the despised foreigners have been the greatest fac- 
tors in forming the new Japan. Guido F. Verbeck, 
one of the missionaries, founded the Imperial Uni- 
versity of Tokio and served as confidential adviser to 
‘the government for fifteen years. Sheldon Jackson, 
the persecuted missionary of pioneer days in Alaska, 
has been the most powerful human agent in the sal- 
vation of thedadians and Eskimos. For many years 
he has been the United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation in Alaska. 

These men, like Joseph, give God the credit for 
their achievements, and honest heathen are led to 
testify to the power of God. Marquis Ito, Japan’s 
great statesman, says: ‘Japan's progress and de- 
velopment are largely due to the influence of the 
missionaries.” Chulalongkorn, the progressive king 
of Siam, testifies: **American missionaries have 
done more to advance the welfare of my country and 
people than any other foreign influence.” 

These testimonies might be multiplied. Joseph's 
Egyptian name, Zaphenath-paneah, may be trans- 
lated, **The Saviour of the World.” To-day mission- 
aries in-India, Japan, China, Persia, Armenia, be- 
come the saviours -of, the people in times of plague 
and famine. But they are working to save these 
multitudes from a fate far worse than physical star- 
vation—to famished millions they are giving the 
Bread of Life. 


References : ** Verbeck of Japan,”” Wm. E. Griffis ; “* Hold- 
ing the Ropes" (Chapter of Testimonies), Belle M. Brain ; 
** Men of Might in India Missions,"" H. B. Holcomb. 
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You can never tell how fair and welcome the 
Sruit that may grow from some little seed of com- 
mon kindness. 


LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Gen. 41: 38-49) 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson 


66 OD of all wisdom, giver of every good gift, 
grant unto us, we pray thee, great wisdom 
in our teaching ay. Lift before our eyes 

very clearly the vision of this thy servant of old, 

taking his wisdom from thee in word and deed, and 
coming into the free confidence of a great king be- 
cause of what thou didst reveal to him. Reveal to 
us, thy fretful, unquiet children, the foolishness of 
our futile gropings after the broken toys of our own 
notions. Bring us into the quiet waiting times, when 
we may have the patience to hear, in our play or in 
our work, the steadying word from thee, the call that 
bids us go or stay, work or rest, as thou, not we, may 
please. And whether thou callest us to high position 
or low, as the world counts, may we have from thee 
the needed wisdom for the daily task, until the sun 
of life shall set, and the day’s work is done. Amen.” 


After the Lesson 


A God-led man is worth infinitely more in any work 
than a God-less man. Here is Pharaoh, not a be- 
liever in a God, picking out Joseph to be next 
to himself in the kingdom, because Joseph was a 


i-cees 


WHICH? 




















God-led man! And that is not strange. One of the 
worst political bosses of our time had a lawyer who 
looked after his personal matters,—a lawyer who had 
to fight him in politics on a great public question. 
The lawyer thought he would be quickly dropped, 
but when the boss learned that the lawyer was oppos- 
ing his client on principle, he said, ‘‘ That’s the kind 
of a lawyer I want for my personal matters. He’s 
all right.” 

A God-less man cuts himself off from the source of 
wisdom and power; a God-led man has the promise 
of all needed wisdom and power. It isn’t strange 
that men lean upon the man who has such strength 
to draw on. But it zs strange that more of us do 
not realize what we are throwing away when we de- 
cide to on for a single day, our own managers, 
without ) a al God lead us, 

What about to-day with you? Will you miss the 
best opportunities for service by trying to get on 
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alone? Or will you be led of God, step by step, into 
our largest possible usefulness? See the contrast ! 
Shall we sing * He leadeth me”? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 
World’s Sunday School Day 
May 19 


E CANNOT all attend the World’s 
Fifth Sunday-school Convention at 
Rome, in May, but it is possible for 

all Sunday-school workers to heed the call of 
the World’s Sunday-school Executive Com- 
mittee, American Section, to observe Sun- 
day, May 19, 1907, as World’s Sunday-school 
Day, ‘‘by engaging in private and public 
prayer as occasion may offer for same 
schools throughout the world, and especially 
for the Convention.” Copies of a suggested 
service for use on that day may be secured 
on application to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 


ae 
Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘** Bible Songs "’) 


** Praise God from whom all bless- Psalm 113 : 1-5. 


ings flow."’ (163: 1-4. 229: 1-4.) 
** My times are in thy hand." Psalm 105 : 14-19. 
*“*Go, labor on: spend and be (152:7. 8 215: 7-10.) 
spent.” Psalm 107 : 28-33. 
**I could not do without Thee."’ (156: 6-8, 221: 7-9.) 
**T love thy kingdom, Lord."’ Psalm at : 1-6. 
‘* If Christ is mine, then all is mine."’ (25: 1-4. 3f : 1-4.) 
‘* A charge to keep I have.” Psalm 45 : 1-7. 
* Saviour, sprinkle many nations.”’ (60: 1-8. g4: I-4.) 


a 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, U. 


Monday.—Gen. 41: 1-13. . . . .. » -Joseph remembered 
Tuesday.—Gen. 41 : 14-24 . . 2. 2 os . Pharaoh's dream 
Wednesday.—Gen. 41 : 25-37 . . . . Joseph's interpretation 
Thursday.—Gen. 41 : 38-49. . Joseph the wise ruler in Egypt 
Friday.—Psa. 105 : 5-22. .... e . . . Sent before 
Saturday.—1 Sam. 2: 1-f0. ....ee . The Lord exalteth 
Sunday.—-Psa. 37 : 25-40. « 0 « © « © « © eA mighty helper 
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If you would be wise above others, you will need - 


the wisdom that is from above. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


General Thought: God’s Promises are Sure. 


Lesson Story: Joseph Taken from the Prison to the 
Palace. 


Lesson Teaching : God Gives Wisdom to his Chil- 
dren. 


Golden Text: “If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him 
ask of God.” 


INTRODUCTION, 


(Show a age of the country.) When Harry’s 
father took him for a country ride, Harry saw many 
things that he didn’t understand. He wanted to 
learn about them, so he ——? Asked his father, who 
could explain most of them, .Children become wiser 
by asking parents and teachers about things they do 
not understand. But there are some things that 
even parents and teachers cannot explain. Does 
anybody understand? Our Heavenly Father, God, 
knows everything, and loves to answer his children, 
so ‘If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God.” 
How may we ask? (Show a picture suggesting 
gearet, and sing one verse of ‘‘ Everything to God in 

rayer.”) Some people forget to ask unless they are 
in trouble, but we all need to ask every day. 


REvIEw. 


Who asked God to help him explain the strange 
dreams of the butler and baker? (Recall the details, 
and with the picture roll refer to previous dreams of 
— and Joseph.) How anxiously Joseph must 

ave waited, thinking that the butler would mention 
him to the king! But the days went by, then weeks 
and months, until two full years had passed. Although 
oseph was disappointed, I am sure he continued 
aithful in the Prison. (Sketch that diagram.) He 


was not alone, for ‘‘ The Lord was with Joseph,” yet 
it was hard to wait. 


LESSON. 


One day there came a surprise. Joseph was asked 
to change his clothes, and come quickly to the king’s 
palace. (Sketch another diagram.) What had hap- 
pened? The king had dreamed two strange dreams, 
and none of his wise men could tell what they meant. 
Then, at last, after two full years, the butler remem- 
bered Joseph, and did what he asked (Gen. go: 14). 
As soon as King Pharaoh heard about him, he sent 
for — and told him the dreams, (Tell them.) 
As Joseph listened I am sure he prayed for wisdom to 
explain them, and God answered him, for Joseph 
said, ‘‘God will give the king an answer of peace.” 
‘** What God is about to do he has showed to King 
Pharaoh.” Then he told of seven years of plenty, 
to be followed by seven years of famine (read vs. 
28-36). How many of our farmers are plowing and 
planting this spring, expecting a harvest of plenty in 
the autumn. The king was so pleased with Joseph’s 
plan that he said, ‘* Because God has showed these 
things to you, there is none other so wise to take 
charge,” so he made Joseph ruler next to himself over 
the whole land of Egypt. At last Joseph’s faithful- 
ness was rewarded. Because he had been faithful in 
the captain’s palace he had been made ruler there. 
Because of faithfulness in the prison he was made 
ruler there, and now faithful Joseph was made ruler 
over all Egypt. Repeat, ‘‘ Because thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things.” (Write Ruler in the Palace. Show the 
picture roll, and contrast the prison food and clothing 
and iron chains with the royal splendor and gold 
chain as a mark of the king’s favor. ‘The Times pic- 
ture shows Oriental jewelry. ) 

Joseph was a big boy of seventeen when he was 
brought to Egypt, and was a man of thirty when the 
king made him ruler. The king changed his name 


. 


203 


to a long one py *The man to whom secrets 

are shown,” but we like Joseph best, because so 

many good men and boys have that name now. The 

king gave Joseph a beautiful wife, too. Do you sup- 

e ever thought of the home folks, whom he 
adn’t seen for thirteen years ? 

But he was busy during those seven years of 
plenty, traveling through the land, ordering great 
storehouses built for the grain, and gathering so 
much corn that he couldn’t keep count of it. Suggest 
the great corn cribs and elevators we now have in 
the country and city. Joseph was very busy but 
happy, for God sent two dear little boys into his 
family. The Lord was with him, and when he 
lacked wisdom he asked God what to do, and was 
known as the ‘* Wise Ruler in Egypt.” The Lord 
Gave him Wisdom. (Add that.) 


JOSEPH 


THE LORD 
GAVE HIM 
WISDOM. 











FAITHFUL 
' 
PRISON 





a 














Good Queen Victoria was young when she became 
queen, and although she lived to be an old lady, she 
asked God every day to guide her and direct her, 
and to give her wisdom to do the right, and so did 
George Washington and President Lincoln, and so 
does our good President Roosevelt, because he is a 
Christian, and because he believes, ‘‘If any of you 
lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God.” Your parents 
and pastor and teachers need God’s wisdom and 
children do too. 

Do you know that, like Joseph, you children, if you 
live, will have seven good years to gather up and 
store away a lot of things that will help you by and by ? 
If you are well, you can store your minds and hearts 
full of the good things which you will learn at home 
and school, and if you are faithful nobody can tell 
what great things you may be called to do when you 
are older. Sing again (see last Sunday’s song): 


** Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.”? 


Peoria, ILL. 
ae 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


FTER our usual word of 
show us the things in Joseph’s life that would 
help us to live right—I said: ‘I will tell you 

the story of the things that happened between last 
week’s lesson and this ; then we will open our Bibles 
and carefully read this week’s lesson ; then we will 
all close our Bibles, and each boy in turn will tell a 

rtion of the story, until all the story we have 
earned to-day is told.” The boys entered into the 
spirit of the arrangement with zest. 

A few brief sentences brought again to our minds 
the situation in which we left Joseph last week. A 
couple of questions brought out the fact that we had 
found in him the qualities of obedience and faithful- 
ness. What other quality would we discover to-day ? 

Then I told the story of Genesis 41: 1-37. And I 
told it with all the life I could put into it,—Pharaoh’s 
dreams, the failure of the wise men to interpret these 
dreams, the butler’s belated remembrance of Joseph, 
the call to Joseph in prison, telling him that the king 
wanted him, the scene in Pharaoh’s presence when 
Joseph reverently attributed to God the power that 
was granted to him to interpret dreams, the meaning 
of the dreams, and Joseph’s wise advice, It’s a story 
worth the telling. In letters I have been asked 
whether I ever use stories to illustrate these lessons 
to the boys. I would say that so much of: these Old 
Testament lessons is of thrilling interest from the 
story standpoint that I seldom have need for any 
other story material, good as it often is. 

Then, according to plan, we opened our Bibles and 
read around the class verses 38 to 57. There was no 
comment, and the Bibles were promptly closed. 

‘*Now we saw that Joseph had the quality of 
obedience and that of faithfulness. What new 
quality do we find here?” That was a hard ques- 
tion; it was greeted only by silence, till one boy 
timidly ventured ‘‘ Wisdom.” But what is wisdom ? 
The answers were various indeed: ‘* Knowledge,” 
‘*common sense,” ‘‘to know things,”’ ‘‘smartness,” 
and others. No definition quite satisfied either the 
boys or the teacher. Does wisdom consist in just 
knowing things, like mathematics and languages, —in 
just knowing the things we learn at school? The 
boys thought that was about the idea. But, I main- 
tained, that isn’t the only kind of wisdom. I guess 
Joseph was a man who knew a great many things, — 
a ‘‘ well-informed” man, as we say; but, somehow, 
he seems to have had another kind of wisdom, too. 
I wonder what kind it was? ‘Godly wisdom,” said 
ene. But what is that? More hesitation, but one 
boy thought it was knowing what God wanted him 


rayer—that God would 
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todo, AndI thought sotoo, So I tried to show that 
one kind of wisdom which we all need to have is the 
wisdom which God gives us so that we may know his 
will. And I said, as I've said before, and hope to 
say again, that the fellow who finds out what God 
wants him to do, and does it, has the best kind of 
wisdom there-is, and his life will be a success while 
he lives that way, regardless of the amount of money 
he may have. And our Golden Text tells us where 
to get that kind of wisdom. 

Then we proceeded to tell the story of Genesis 41, 
boy by boy around the class. They rehearsed it 
with remarkable fidelity to detail. Once a 
omitted the statement made by Joseph that God 
gave the interpretation of dreams, and I inad- 
vertently let it pass. The omission was promptly 
challenged by an alert boy, and our amended story 
proceeded, 1 so gauged it that once around the 
class told the whole story. And I believe that the 
ettort to remember the story, to tell it over there in 
class, will help a great deal in fastening it upon their 
memories. 





To discouraged teachers of boys,—everywhere. 
‘To-day I met upon the street a stalwart fellow, of 
whose life I have known but little recently. Eigh- 
teen years ago he was a boy in my class in Sunday- 
aed. To-day he occupies a position of responsi- 
bility in a great business. He said: ‘When you 
taught me as a boy in those early years of my life, 
you told me that no one could become a drunkard 
who refused to let the first glass pass his lips; and 
you taught me other practical principles of right 
iving.. These I have never forgotten; they have 
had a great influence over my life, and to-day I am 
teaching a class of boys in the Sunday-school.” Yet 
in the eighteen years that have elapsed I never knew 
that fact in this boy’s life till to-day! Yes; it is 
worth while. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

« 


Many mistake fretting for foresight. 
‘<po 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EMIND your pupils from time to time that these 
stories of the patriarchs were not written into 
the Bible merely because they were remarkable 

in themselves, however wonderful they may seem to 
us, but because they helped the Hebrew people to 
understand by what providential discipline and guid- 
ance their ancestors had been led to form themselves 
into a nation to bless the world. That is the use you 
are to make of these narratives,—to show how God, 


through his chosen nation, has taught righteousness — 


to mankind, and given to them the Redeemer from 
sin, the son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1). But this chap- 
ter in the life of Joseph has always stood by itself as 
having the fascination of an Oriental romance. You 
canewisely use it to show the elements of success in 
life. How may any young man make the most of 
himself ? Joseph ina dozen years traversed the dis- 
tance between the place of the younger son in a 
Jamily of Hebrew shepherds to that of Secretary of 
State in the oldest and one of the mightiest kingdoms 
in the world, ‘These are the steps by which he went 
through slavery to the place next to the Pharaoh of 


Egypt: 

reparation for Service. It consisted in taking at 
their best other persons with whom he came in con- 
tact, and giving his best to whomever he served. As 
a slave in Potiphar’s household, he sought not to get 
out of his place, but to do his best in it. As a pris- 
oner he set his mind on making the prison the best 
place possible for his fellow prisoners and his keeper. 
Show your yee how Joseph made use of his dreams 
and his thoughts to discern God’s plans for himself 
and for those with whom he lived, and then used his 
knowledge, tested by years of meditation and trial, to 
benefit society. This disposition and motive made 
him a statesman. No one can make a mistake in 
thus imitating him. 

The Call to Service. Show that Joseph was called 
from the prison to the place of highest authority in 
the kingdom next to the Pharaoh, because’of what he 
had done for others and because he impressed on the 
king his true character,— modest but confident, be- 
cause wholly obedient to the will of God (vs. 38, 39). 
He did not seek office, but sought only to fill most effi- 
ciently the place where he was. Therefore the higher 
office sought him. 

The Service Accomplished. Show that in accepting 
his high and dangerous position he made no con- 
ditions, but went about his business at once with 
courage and wisdom. He undertook to fulfil his 
mission, not apart from, but in close touch with, those 
whom he served. A Hebrew foreigner, known to be 
a slave and to have spent years in prison, he accepted 
an Egyptian name, married the daughter of the 
high-priest of an Egyptian temple, and established 

*his home in the foremost rank of Egyptian society. 
The name of his father-in-law may'still be seen on 
the single obelisk ‘rerhaihing ‘at Heliopolis: the gréat’ 
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university which was flourishing in Joseph’s time. 
He outlined his policy as a statesman, planned ahead 
fer fourteen b as and by the end of that time had 
reconstructed the kingdom, saved the nation from 
the consequences of a great famine, and concen- 
trated the power and wealth of the realm into the 
hands of the government. 

It is most important that oy should leave on your 
pupils the impression that the success of Joseph lay 
where lies the real success of any one,—in steadfast 
devotion through faith in God to serve his fellow- 
men (vy. 16). One of the most successful of American 
merchants, once a poor boy and 4 foreigner, when asked 
how he won his wealth, said, ‘‘ The only secret I 
know is that I started with the idea of becoming other 
people’s merchant. I kept steadily in eye comfort 
and freedom from disappointment for substantial 
purchasers.” Show that such success does not re- 
quire unusual talent. Dr. Arnold once said, ‘If 
there is one thing on earth truly admirable, it is to 
see God’s wisdom blessing an inferiority of natural 
powers when they have been honestly, zealously, and 
truly cultivated.” Use for illustrations such biogra- 
phies of our own heroes as those of Washington, Lin- 
coln, Grant, and McKinley. 


Boston. 
% 
A man's fatth may be known by his fidelity. 
bal 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
Joseph the Wise Ruler 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Gen. 41-43). 
{For each member of the Bible class.| 


The story of Joseph grows in fascination as it pro- 
ceeds. Although left a prisoner because of the for- 
getfulness of the king’s cupbearer, his time of 
deliverance came. The Pharaoh had a dream so 
striking that he was sure that it had some important 
meaning, so obscure that no one could explain it. 
Amid the general perplexity, the cupbearer recalled 
the serviceable wisdom of the young man in the 
prison, and begged his royal master to send for him. 

Summoned into the presence of the sovereign, 
Joseph quickly prepares himself and appears. Asked 
about ‘his skill as an interpreter, he modestly dis- 
claims the power, attributing it wholly to God. 

The dreams, when we know their interpretation, 
seem very simple and even natural. The cow was 
an animal sacred to the goddesses which determined 
prosperity. Its emergence from the life-giving Nile 
would seem to be a natural emblem of a-fruitful sea- 
son. The meaning of the extraordinary growth of 
grain would be similar. The question would be the 
significance of. the Serene, 

Joseph readily explains the significance of these 
dreams. He declares that years of plenty are at 
hand, to be followed by years of famine, and recom- 
mends that a ruler be appointed to arrange for storing 
up the surplus of the years of abundance, so as to 
provide for the years of want. So fitting was the 
suggestion that the sovereign appointed Joseph to 
execute it, and gave him great dignity. Thus came 
his supreme opportunity, which he grasped and used. 

The data now available to scholars do not enable 
any. one to affirm with certainty the Pharaoh who 
thus raised Joseph to power. It is not improbable 
that it was one of the so-called ‘‘ Hyksos”’ princes. 
According to Manetho, these invaders from Asia 
helc Egypt undercontrol for over five hundred years. 
At any rate, the suspicion and hatred meted out to 
foreigners by Egyptians in other ages seem to have 
been lightened during these centuries. 

In course of time, the famine was felt, not alone in 
Egypt, but in all the adjacent regions of which it was 
the granary. From Canaan the sons of Jacob are 
sent down to buy provisions and provender. Their 
visit was a turning-point in their history. Joseph 
recognized his brethren, but did not make himself 
known to them until he had. given their loyalty and 
spirit of sacrifice a severe and adequate test. 

There is a naive quality to the narrative at this 
point, which reveals the extent to which the story-form 
has shaped it. Who has read it without picturing 
to himself the ten or eleven brothers, each with his 
ass and sack? Genesis 46: 11-13 seems to imply no 
more. But it is manifestly absurd to think of -any- 
thing less than a caravan.- The story, too, suggests 
that Benjamin was a lad, but 46 : 21 indicates that he 


. was the father of a large family, if not a grand- 


tather ! 
The test was severe, but who will declare that it 
was undeserved ? 


Il. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current lessons will be maiied by The Sunday School Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Dods’ ‘‘ Genesis,” in the Expositor’s Bible, has 
capital chapters on Joseph as an administrator and 
on the visits to Egypt. is little commentary in the 
Handbook sertes, and’ Bennett's in the New. Century 
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Bible, give condensed but paietel notes. The 
sketches of Joseph by Meyer, Matheson, and Stanley 
are extremely suggestive. See also the article in 
the Hastings Dictionary. 


III. SuGGEsTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE Lesson. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion the 
themes in which adults will be i d is int d to be sug- 
gestive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treat- 
ments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The interest and value of these chapters center 
around the attainment by Joseph of supreme power, 
and the use he made of it. e had become fitted 
for responsibility, and it came to him. We may 
consider: 

1. Joseph's Rescue from Prison. What brought 
him out,—opportunity or capacity? Does either 
achieve much without the other ? 

2. His Many-sided Capacity. How was it shown 
while a slave, in prison, before the throne? Was it 
summed up in cleverness ? 

3. His Public Measures as Vizier. Was his 
seven years’ policy likely to be universally approved 
by those who had to pay over the fifth of their boun- 
tiful harvests ? 

4. The Visit of His Ten Brethren. What was the 
occasion of their journey to Egypt? Does the narra- 
tive reflect in faithful detail the probable incidents, 
or does it focus attention on some details and ignore 
others? In other words, is it told as a history or as 


a on ? a 

5. Their Searching Test, What did Joseph really 
wish to ascertain regarding them? Would he have 
been wise to omit the test? Why was Benjamin 
made a factor? Is severe and unexpected trouble 
an invariable test of character ? 

6. God's Way of Achievement. Which is the 
broader road,—that of prosperity or that of disci- 
pline? May the former involve the latter ? 





Boston. 
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The Rainy-Day Visitor 
By Anna Louise Berray 


ROBABLY Ernest was as scarlet as Grandma's 
tomato pincushion by thistime. Minnie watched 
the little rivers run down the garden path into 

the little lake at the gate. She sighed. Scarlet fever 
was the only thing Ernest had not divided with her 
in all the nine years of their twin lives. 

Grandpa was asleep on the sofa with a newspaper 
over his face, Grandma dozed in her easy chair by the 
fireside. It seemed as if they were always asleep. 
She thought of Mrs. Todd’s baby who was always 
taking a nap when she wanted to take him riding. 
‘* People: seem to sleep a good deal at the top and 
bottom of their lives,” she said to herself, and sighed 
again. 

“Oreaine sat up with a start. ‘* Why child,” she 
exclaimed, picking up her knitting, ‘‘I must have 
closed my eyes for a second. I was just wondering,” 
she went on briskly, smiling down at the doleful little 
face, ‘‘if you wouldn’t like to read the diary your 
mother wrote when she was ten years old.” 

Minnie with wide eyes followed Grandma to the 
boek-case. A mother only ten years old made one 
feel solemn. After a few minutes search the book 
was found. It was of faded red leather with ‘* Diary” 
printed across the back in gold letters. There wasa 
red pencil tied to it with a ribbon that had once been 
blue. 

As soon as she began to read, Minnie forgot that it 
was raining, forgot that she was lonesome and home- 
sick. 

‘‘Ester Brown and me are going to kepe a diry,” 
it began. Minnie stopped reading. Could that pos- 
sibly be Aunt Esther Brown, who lived at Waterlee, 
‘‘our adopted aunt,” as the twins called her? 

‘‘That is just who it was,” said grandpa, waking 
from his nap in time to hear Minnie’s excited ques- 
tion. 

She could hardly let the book go long enough to 
eat her dinner. At the very end of the book came 
the most exciting part. She was going slowly to 
make it last as long as she could when she read this: 

‘‘ESter Brown and mé are toold too play with dolls 
eny more, so we are going to put our paper dolls all 
in the seekerit drawer of the old sekeritaree, and 
never look at them again. Cross you're herte and 
hope to di.” E 

‘‘Grandpa, Grandma, Grandpa!” cried Minnie, 
dancing up and down. “Is there a secret drawer in 
the secretary ?” ; 

‘* Yes, yes,” said grandpa, rubbing his chin. ‘‘ Let 
me see. Pull out the second drawer from the top. 
It’s right in back of that.” 

(Continued on neXt page, second column) 














ee 














LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Gen. 41 : 38-49) 








The Fame 
of the 


ELGIN 


Accuracy, reliability, durability— 
in fact every requisite of a perfect 
timepiece is expressed when you 
mention the name—ELGIN. 


There are different grades of 
ELGIN movements at different 
prices. The G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN is *The Watch that’s 
made for the Majority,” This pop- 
ular movement is finely adjusted; 
17 jewels;—a watch that can be de- 
pended upon, at a popular price. 
Ask to see the G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN in thin models and 
sizes so desirable for men and boys. 


_ ELGIN Watches of equal grade 
for ladies, at moderate prices. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., 
Elgin, il. 
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| (Continued from preceding page) 

| Minnie did so, trembling with excite- 
; ment. She found a little, narrow 
drawer, but it was empty. 

At the sight of her mage ote face 
Grandpacame to help her. They hunted 
for half an hour, but no other secret 
drawer could they find. They were 
about to give it up, when Grandma, who 
had joined in the search said suddenly : 

‘Father, didn’t she mean the o/d 
secretary? You know we bought this 
one the spring after she was nine, and 
she and Esther had the other in the attic 


to play with. 
p into the dark musty attic went the 
three. There in the dormer window 





stood the secretary, covered with dust 
_and cobwebs, 


| had harder work now, as at last Grandpa 
| opened the secret drawer, and handed 
| her a pile of what seemed to be dusty 
| papers. 

| It was indeed the paper doll family 
_ there so long ago by the two little 
| girls. 

When they were dusted they appeared 
as good as new, and Minnie spent the 
rest of the day playing with them. She 
laughed and laughed at the queer style 
of the clothes they wore. At bed-time 
when she gathered them up, she said to 
|her grandmother: ‘‘It was just like 
| having my little girl mother come to 
play with me.” 

PasADENA, CAL, 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





| 

| Sunday, May 5, 1907. The Power of a 

Contented Life (Phil. 4: 10-20). 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 





| 








Mon.—A contented king (Psa. 16 : 1-11). 





BORATED 
TALCUM 





A Posi “ : 

A For ave Relief we 
CHAPPED HANDS, CHAFING 
and all afflictions ofthe skin. 
“A little higher in price, per- 
haps, than worthless substi- 
tutes, but arcason for it.”’ Delightfal 
after sha: + Sold everywhere, or mailed on 
receipt of Get Mennen’s (the original). 


Sample Free. GERHARD NENNEN COMPANY, Newark, 5.2. 







‘TUES.—Goodness satisfies (Prov. 14 : 1-14). 
WED.—Content with little (Eccl. 4 : 1-6). 
ee ee with wages (Luke 3: 
I-14). 

Fr1i.—Content with our work (1 Cor.7: 


17-20). 
SaT.—Content with godliness (x1 Tim. 6: 
1-8). 





If Minnie had hard work | 
to keep from screaming down-stairs, she | 








Who was the most contented man in the 
Bible? Why? 


Why is contentment better than wealth ? 
How can we become cantented ? 


HERE is asense in which we should 
never be contented. We ought 











ever to be pressing onward from 















Charcoal 


is a sweetener and purifier of the 
stomach. It arrests fermentation, and 
causes complete digestion. Eat and 
drink onatline you like in moder- 
ation, and use charcoal daily. 

The finest preparation made ts 


MURRAY’S 
GHARGOAL TABLETS 


FOR 10c. in stamps. a full size 25c. 
box mailed for trial. Once only. 


&. J. Ditman, 33 Astor House, N.Y. 





old things to better ones. The curse of 

the Muhammadan nations is their com- 
| placent surrender to existing conditions. 
| ** What is the use,” they say. ‘ It is fate. 
| It is-written that the bridge should fall 
| down, that the road should be washed 
away, that we should succumb io this 
pestilence, that we should hunger.” So 
the bridge is not repaired, the road is al- 
lowed to go to ruin, the conditions which 
produced the stilence are left un- 
touched, and the care is spared that 
would have made the ground produce 
abundantly. This is the kind of con- 
tentment that is radically un-Christian 
and wrong. We have no right to be 
contented with any conditions which 
ought to be improved, and which we can 
improve. 








But with the conditions God means us 








AS USED IN THE TORREY MEETINGS 


REVIVAL HYMNS 


Edited by D. B. TOWNER and CHAS, M. ALEXANDER 


95 Authors represented. ny Fog ny for use not 
only in evangelistic meetings, but also in the regular 
services of churches, young people's societies and Sunday 
schools. 255 hymns, 224 pages, c covers. Send Sic for 
a copy, postpaid. $25 net per hundred, freight or express 





| to work among we must be content, and 
| with the work he gives us to do, and the 
| reward he gives us for our work. He 
knows far better than we what is best 
for us, and what conditions will enable 
us to make our best contribution to the 
world. Three things are often allowed 
to make us foolishly unhappy. One is 





the desire to be singular. e want to 








not paid. A. P. FITT, Supt., 250 La Salle Ave., CHICAGO. 


GIPSY SMITH’S Mss®* 


Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS 

.The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred ; 
go cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 
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be or have something different from any 
one else. The second is the desire to 
be like some one else, or to have what 
he has. And the third is to know what 
is concealed from us. 


desire to know what is in the future. 





We cannot be | 
happy with the present because of our | 


But God knows far better than — 


SCHOOL TIMES 
what is good for us, 


every life a mountain peak. He has his 
own fresh’ and perfect plan for each 
human life, and nothing could be imag- 
ined or invented better than that plan 
of God. Just as we would be willing to 
prefer the en arg of a perfectly wise 
architect, if there were such a being in 
the world, in case we were to builda 
house, so we ought to rejoice to accept 
for our lives the design of the great 
Father who knows all things, and whose 

rfect knowledge is equaled by his per- 
ect love. 


And we ought to be content even if we 
; do not know all the future, for, in the 





| first place, we cannot know it. Even if 
God sought to tell it to us, we could not 


God did give them.. And, in the second 
place, we would be useless for present 


act each instant from right principle, and 
from that alone, and we can decide right 
| principle better without knowing too 
| much about consequences. 


Some people are discontented if they 
have things. They think that we ought 
only to be contented with a condition of 
need, and that to abound is to be in a 
position of danger. But Paul tells us 
that he had learned both to abound and 
to be abased, both to have and to want, 
in whatever state he was to be content. 
If God gives us comfort and plenty, we 
ought to be contented with it, and to use 
it as well as need it in his service and to 
his glory. 

% 


Without contentment possession loses 

its joy and power. 

| If we are discontented with what God 

| has done for us, how can we induce 
others to trust themselves to God ? 


Have you ever tried The Sunday School Times 
| Lesson Pictures as a heip in interesting your class 
in the lesson? Ten :cents will pay fora quarter's 
set,--each on a separate sheet of enameled paper. 
Descriptive matter on the back of each picture. 
Order a set for the Second Quarter. Order from 
your denominational publishing house. 





| 
| 
| 


He is not so poor | 
and unresourceful that he must dupli- | 
cate lives, nor is he concerned to make | 


understand. People have never under- | 
stood the intimations of the future that | 


duty if we knew, for we are intended to | ° 
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Lamp-chimneys with my 
| Bae on them live to a ripe 


old age unless an unusual acci- 


| They 


| dent happens to them. 
never break from heat. 

They give the best light, 
| too, .because they fit and are 
made of tough glass, clear as 
crystal. 


| 


Let me send you my Index to Lamp- 
Chimneys, It’s free. 
Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 
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The Family Bible should have those human 
perfections, of translation and arrangement and 
type and binding, which do honor to the Divine 
Perfections of ‘Truth and Life. ‘The 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


as nearly as human wisdom and devotion can 
make it, is, in all regards, a perfect setting of 
the Divine Word. 

The ‘Teachers’ Edition of the American 
Standard Bible contains Bible Dictionary, Con- 
cordance, maps and illustrations. 

Write for our free book, which gives full in- 
formation, 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
| Bible publishers for 50 years 
37a East 18th Street, New York 
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homes. Made expressly for Edith A. Buck, Concord, 
ass, Send 25 cents in stamps for ten cards, postpaid. 


All different, Corea, China, etc. 
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UNION STAMP CO., ST. LOUIS, MO. 


DEGREE COURSES ATHOME. Write Pres. C. 
J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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them for $3 for 100. Words and Music. 83 
Stamps for copy. EE, A. K. HACKETT, 102 


YOU CAN AFFORD 


to have a new Song Book in your 
Church or Sunday-school, and one 
for every person when you can get 
very best familiar gospel songs. Send 5 cents in 
North Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 





Meditations on 





sacred head, now wounded.” 


Price, 25. cents, postpaid. 
direct to the publishers, 


1 The Apostles’ Creed 


A beautiful little gift book. Each phrase in the Creed is commented upon 
in a devotional and searching manner. 
the words of an appropriate hymn, —one of the 
Stance, opposite '‘ Suffered under Pontius Pilate,’’ etc., will be found ‘‘O 


Printed in two colors, on fine antique paper. 
been published, but the indications already point to a large demand for it. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. | 


By the Rev. 
Wm. J. Gregory, 
A.M. 


On the opposite page are printed 
eat old hymns; for in- | 


The booklet has just. | 
Send orders to your bookseller, or 














From the Press of Jennings & Graham, Cincinnati. 





There is not a dry line in the book. 
not found here. 
and better manhood, and rings true for 








THE LATEST AND MOST IMPORTANT WORK BY 


ROBERT ELLIOTT SPEER 


The Marks of a Man 


Or, THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 
THE MERRICK LECTURES OF 1906-7. 


A volume of great lectures by one whose every utterance commands widest 
attention, in which are brought with characteristic clearness the best thoughts. 
Mere platitudes and well-worn epigrams are 
It is forceful in its philosophy, contending for highest character 


all that is essential in the Christian life. } 


[ Price, $1.00; net. For sale by bookdealers everywhere. 
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todo, AndI thought sotoo. So I tried to show that 
one kind of wisdom which we all need to have is the 
wisdom which God gives us so that we may know his 
will, And I said, as I’ve said before, and hope to 
say again, that the fellow who finds out what God 
wants him to do, and does it, has the best kind of 
wisdom there-is, and his life will be a success while 
he lives that way, regardless of the amount of money 
he may have. And our Golden Text tells us where 
to get that kind of wisdom. 

hen we proceeded to tell the story of Genesis 41, 
boy by boy around the class. They rehearsed it 
with remarkable fidelity to detail. Once a boy 
omitted the statement made by Joseph that God 
gave the interpretation of dreams, and I inad- 
vertently let it pass. The omission was promptly 
challenged by an alert boy, and our amended story 
proceeded, 1 so gauged it that once around the 
class told the whole story. And I believe that the 
effort to remember the story, to tell it over there in 
class, will help a great deal in fastening it upon their 
memories. 





To discouraged teachers of boys,—everywhere. 
‘To-day I met upon the street a stalwart fellow, of 
whose life I have known but little recently. Eigh- 
teen years ago he was a boy in my class in Sunday- 
sched. To-day he occupies a position of responsi- 
bility in a great business. He said: ‘*When you 
taught me as a boy in those early years of my life, 
you told me that no one could become a drunkard 
who refused to let the first glass pass his lips; and 
you taught me other practical principles of right 
iving.. These I have never forgotten; they have 
had a great influence over my life, and to-day I am 
teaching a class of boys in the Sunday-school.” Yet 
in the eighteen years that have elapsed I never knew 
that fact in this boy's life till to-day! Yes; it is 
worth while. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

4 


Many mistake fretting for foresight. 
<_e 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EMIND your pupils from time to time that these 
R stories of the patriarchs were not written into 
the Bible siedy because they were remarkable 

in themselves, however wonderful they may seem to 
us, but because they helped the Hebrew people to 
understand by what providential discipline and guid- 
ance their ancestors had been led to form themselves 
into a nation to bless the world. ‘That is the use you 
are to make of these narratives,—to show how God, 


through his chosen nation, has taught righteousness 


to mankind, and given to them the Redeemer from 
sin, the son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1). But this chap- 
ter in the life of Joseph has always stood by itself as 
having the fascination of an Oriental romance. You 
can wisely us¢ it to show the elements of success in 
life. How may any young man make the most of 
himself ? Joseph ina dozen years traversed the dis- 
tance between the fe of the younger son ina 
Jamily of Hebrew shepherds to that of Secretary of 
State in the oldest and one of the mightiest kingdoms 
in the world, These are the steps by which he went 
through slavery to the place next to the Pharaoh of 


Egypt: 

reparation for Service. It consisted in taking at 
their best other persons with whom he came in con- 
tact, and giving his best to whomever he served. As 
a slave in Potiphar’s household, he sought not to get 
out of his place, but to do his best in it. As a pris- 
oner he set his mind om making the prison the best 
place possible for his fellow prisoners and his keeper. 
Show your —— how Joseph made use of his dreams 
and his thoughts to discern God’s plans for himself 
and for those with whom he lived, and then used his 
knowledge, tested by years of meditation and trial, to 
benefit society. This disposition and motive made 
him a statesman. No one can make a mistake in 
thus imitating him. 

The Call to Service. Show that Joseph was called 
from the prison to the place of highest authority in 
the kingdom next to the Pharaoh, because’of what he 
had done for others and because he impressed on the 
king his true character,— modest but confident, be- 
cause wholly obedient to the will of God (vs. 38, 39). 
He did not seek office, but sought only to fill most effi- 
ciently the place where he was. Therefore the higher 
office sought him. 

The Service Accomplished. Show that in accepting 
his high and dangerous position he made no con- 
ditions, but went about his business at once with 
courage and wisdom. He undertook to fulfil his 
mission, not apart from, but in close touch with, those 
whom he served. A Hebrew foreigner, known to be 
a slave and to have spent years in prison, he accepted 
an Egyptian name, married the daughter of the 
high-priest of an Egyptian temple, and established 

‘his home in the foremost rank of a! preg society. 
The name of his father-in-law may'still be seen on 
the single obelisk ‘rethaihing ‘at Heliopolis: the great’ 
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university which was flourishing in Joseph’s time. 
He outlined his policy as a statesman, planned ahead 
for fourteen years, and by the end of that time had 
reconstructed the kingdom, saved the nation from 
the consequences of a great famine, and concen- 
trated the power and wealth of the realm into the 
hands of the government. 

It is most important that you should leave on your 
pupils the impression that the success of Joseph lay 
where lies the real success of any one,—in steadfast 
devotion through faith in God to serve his fellow- 
men (v. 16). One of the most successful of American 
merchants, once a poor boy and 4 foreigner, when asked 
how he won his wealth, said, ‘‘ The only secret I 
know is that I started with the idea of becoming other 
people’s merchant, I kept steadily in eye comfort 
and freedom from disappointment for substantial 
purchasers.” Show that such success does not re- 
quire unusual talent. Dr. Arnold once said, ‘If 
there is one thing on earth truly admirable, it is to 
see God’s wisdom blessing an inferiority of natural 
powers when they have been honestly, zealously, and 
truly cultivated.” Use for illustrations such biogra- 
phies of our own heroes as those of Washington, Lin- 
coln, Grant, and McKinley. 


Boston, 
% 
A man's faith may be known by his fidelity. 
- 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
Joseph the Wise Ruler 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Gen. 41-43). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


The story of Joseph grows in fascination as it pro- 
ceeds. Although left a prisoner because of the for- 
getfulness of the king’s cupbearer, his time of 
deliverance came. ‘The Pharaoh had a dream so 
striking that he was sure that it had some important 
meaning, so obscure that no one could explain it. 
Amid the general perplexity, the cupbearer recalled 
the serviceable wisdom of the young man in the 
prison, and begged his royal master to send for him. 

Summoned into the presence of the sovereign, 
Joseph quickly prepares himself and appears. Asked 
about his skill as an interpreter, he modestly dis- 


claims the’ power, attributing it wholly to God. 


The dreams, when we know their interpretation, 
seem very simple and even natural. The cow was 
an animal sacred to the goddesses which determined 
prosperity. Its emergence from the life-giving Nile 
would seem to be a natural emblem of a fruitful sea- 
son. The meaning of the extraordinary growth of 
grain would be similar. The question would be the 
significance of. the aa awa 

Joseph readily explains the significance of these 
dreams. He declares that years of plenty are at 
hand, to be followed by years of famine, and recom- 
mends that a ruler be appointed to arrange for storing 
up the surplus of the years of abundance, so as to 
provide for the years of want. So fitting was the 
suggestion that the sovereign appointed Joseph to 
execute it, and gave him great dignity. Thus came 
his supreme opportunity, which he grasped and used. 

The data now available to scholars do not enable 
any. one to affirm with certainty the Pharaoh who 
thus raised Joseph to power. It is not improbable 
that it was one of the so-called ‘‘ Hyksos” princes. 
According to Manetho, these invaders from Asia 
held Egypt under control for over five hundred years. 
At any rate, the suspicion and hatred meted out to 
foreigners by a in other ages seem to have 
been lightened during these centuries. 

In course of time, the famine was felt, not alone in 
Egypt, but in allthe adjacent regions of which it was 
the granary. From Canaan the sons of Jacob are 
sent down to buy provisions and provender. Their 
visit was a turning-point in their history. Joseph 
recognized his brethren, but did not make himself 
known to them until he had given their loyalty and 
spirit of sacrifice a severe and adequate test. 

There is a naive quality to the narrative at this 
point, which reveals the extent to which the story-form 
has shaped it. Who has read it without picturing 
to himself the ten or eleven brothers, each with his 
ass and sack? Genesis 46: 11-13 seems to imply no 
more. But it is manifestly absurd to think of ant 
thing less than a caravan.- The story, too, suggests 
that Benjamin was a lad, but 46: 21 indicates that he 


. was the father of a large family, if not a grand- 


father ! 
The test was severe, but who will declare that it 
was undeserved ? 


If. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current lessons will be maited by The Sunday Scnool Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Dods’ ‘‘ Genesis,” in the Expositor’s Bible, has 
capital chapters on Joseph as an administrator and 
on the visits to Egypt. is little commentary in the 
Handbook sertes, and: Bennett's in the New Century 
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Bible, give condensed but helpful notes. ~The 
sketches of Joseph by Meyer, Matheson, and Stanley 
are extremely suggestive. See also the article in 
the Hastings Dictionary. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LEsSON. 

(This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion the 
themes in which adults will be i d_ It is intended to be sug- 
gestive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treat- 
ments rather than one unvarying method. 





The interest and value of these chapters center 
around the attainment by Joseph of supreme power, 
and the use he made of it. e had become fitted 
for responsibility, and it came to him. We may 
consider: 

1. Joseph's Rescue from Prison. What brought 
him out, —opportunity or capacity? Does either 
achieve much without the other ? 

2. His Many-sided Capacity. How was it shown 
while a slave, in prison, before the throne? Was it 
summed up in cleverness ? ; 

3. His Public Measures as Vizier. Was his 
seven years’ policy likely to be universally approved 
by those who had to pay over the fifth of their boun- 
tiful harvests ? 

4. The Visit of His Ten Brethren. What was the 
occasion of their journey to Egypt? Does the narra- 
tive reflect in faithful detail the probable incidents, 
or does it focus attention on some details and ignore 
others? In other words, is it told as a history or as 


a atory ? a 

5. Their Searching Test, What did Joseph really 
wish to ascertain regarding them? Would he have 
been wise to omit the test? Why was Benjamin 
made a factor? Is severe and unexpected trouble 
an invariable test of character ? 

6. God's Way of Achievement. Which is the 
broader road,—that of prosperity or that of disci- 
pline? May the former involve the latter ? 


Boston. 
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The Rainy-Day Visitor 
By Anna Louise Berray 


ROBABLY Ernest was as scarlet as Grandma's 
tomato pincushion by thistime. Minnie watched 
the little rivers run down the garden path into 

the little lake at the gate. She sighed. Scarlet fever 
was the only thing Ernest had not divided with her 
in all the nine years of their twin lives. 

Grandpa was asleep on the sofa with a newspaper 
over his face, Grandma dozed in her easy chair by the 
fireside. It seemed as if they were always asleep. 
She thought of Mrs. Todd’s baby who was always 
taking a nap when she wanted to take him riding. 
‘‘ People seem to sleep a good deal at the top and 
bottom of their lives,” she said to herself, and sighed 
again. 

“Grandma sat up with a start. ‘* Why child,” she 
exclaimed, picking up her knitting, ‘‘I must have 
closed my eyes for a second. I was just wondering,” 
she went on begat! smiling down at the doleful little 
face, ‘‘if you wouldn’t like to read the diary your 
mother wrote when she was ten years old.” 

Minnie with wide eyes followed Grandma to the 
book-case. A mother only ten years old made one 
feel solemn.* After a few minutes search the book 
was found. It was of faded red leather with ‘* Diary” 
printed across the back in gold letters. There wasa 
red pencil tied to it with a ribbon that had once been 
blue. 

As soon as she began to read, Minnie forgot that it 
was raining, forgot that she was lonesome and home- 
sick. 

‘‘ Ester Brown and me are going to kepe a diry,” 
it began. Minnie stopped reading. Could that pos- 
sibly be Aunt Esther Brown, who lived at Waterlee, 
‘‘our adopted aunt,” as thetwins called her ? 

‘‘That is just who it was,” said grandpa, waking 
from his nap in time to hear Minnie’s excited ques- 
tion. 

She could hardly let the book go long enough to 
eat her dinner, At the very end of the book came 
the most exciting part. She was going slowly to 
make it last as long as she could when she read this: 

‘‘ Ester Brown and me are to old too play with dolls 
eny more, so we are going to put our paper dolls all 
in the seekerit drawer of the old sekeritaree, and 
never look at them again. Cross you're herte and 
hope to di.” 

‘“‘Grandpa, Grandma, Grandpa!” cried Minnie, 
dancing up and down. “Is there a secret drawer in 
the secretary ?” 

‘Yes, yes,” said grandpa, rubbinghis chin. ‘Let 
me see. Pull out the second drawer from the top. 
It’s right in back of that.” 


( Continued on next page, second column) 





























LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Gen. 41 : 38-49) 








The Fame 
of the 


ELGIN 


Accuracy, reliability, durability— 
in fact every requisite of a perfect 
timepiece is expressed when you 
mention the nnme—ELGIN. 


There are different grades of 
ELGIN movements at different 
prices. The G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN is “The Watch that’s 
made for the Majority,” 'This pop- 
ular movement is finely adjusted; 
17 jewels;—a watch that can be de- 
pended upon, at a popular price. 
Ask to see the G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN in thin models and 
sizes so desirable for men and boys. 


_ ELGIN Watches of equal grade 
for ladies, at moderate prices. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., 
Elgin, HI. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
Minnie did so, trembling with excite- 
ment. She found a little, narrow 
drawer, but it was empty. 

At the sight of her Sega ae face 
Grandpa came to help her, They hunted 
for half an hour, but no other secret 
drawer could they find. They were 
about to give it up, when Grandma, who 
had joined in the search said suddenly : 

‘Father, didn’t she mean the o/d 
secretary? You know we bought this 
one the spring after she was nine, and 
she and Esther had the other in the attic 
to play with. 

p into the dark musty attic went the 
three. There in the dormer window 
stood the secretary, covered with dust 
| and cobwebs. If Minnie had hard work 





had harder work now, as at last Grandpa 
opened the secret drawer, and handed 
her a pile of what seemed to be dusty 
papers. 

t was indeed the paper doll family 
te there so long ago by the two little 
girls. 

When they were dusted they appeared 
as good as new, and Minnie spent the 
rest of the day playing with them. She 
laughed and laughed at the queer style 
of the clothes they wore. At bed-time 
when she gathered them up, she said to 
her grandmother; ‘It was just like 
having my little girl mother come to 
play with me.” 

PasADENA, CAL, 








The Young People’s 
| Prayer-Meeting 
| By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 5, 1907. The Power of a 
Contented Life (Phil. 4: 10-20). 
(Consecration Meeting). 





|| Daily Readings for Preceding Week 











Mon.—A contented king (Psa. 16 : 1-11). 
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TALCUM 





MA Positive Retief 


> For ax 


CHAPPED HANDS, CHAFING 


and all afflictions ofthe skin, 
“A little higher in price, per- 
haps, than worthless substi- 
tutes, but areason for it.”” Delightful 
after shaving, Sold everywhere, or mailed on 
receipt of 25. Get Mennen’s (the original). 
Sample Free. 







‘TUES.—Goodness satisfies (Prov. 14 : 1-14). 
WED.—Content with little (Eccl. 4 : 1-6). 
THURS.— Content with wages (Luke 3: 


I-14). 

Fri.—Content with our work (1 Cor.7: 
17-20). 

SaT.—Content with godliness (1 Tim. 6: 
1-8). 











Who was the most contented man in the 
Bible? Why? 


Why is contentment better than wealth ? 
How can we become contented ? 


HERE is a sense in which we should 
never be contented. We ought 








GERRARD HENNEN COMPANY, Newark, 5.2. 








ever to be pressing onward from 





Charcoal 


is a sweetener and purifier of the 
stomach. It arrests fermentation, and 
causes complete digestion. Eat and 
drink an you like in moder- 
ation, and use charcoal daily. 


The finest preparation made ts 


MURRAY’S 
GHARCGOAL TABLETS 


FOR 10c. in stamps, a full size 25c. 
box mailed for trial. Once only. 


A. J. Ditman, 33 Astor House, N.Y. 








old things to better ones. The curse of 
the Muhammadan nations is their com- 
placent surrender to existing conditions, 
| ** What is the use,” they say. ‘ It is fate. 
| It is written that the bridge should fall 
| down, that the road should be washed 
away, that we should succumb to this 
pestilence, that we should hunger.” So 
the bridge is not repaired, the road is al- 
lowed to go to ruin, the conditions which 
produced the stilence are left un- 
touched, and the care is spared that 
would have made the ground produce 
abundantly. This is the kind of con- 
tentment that is radically un-Christian 
and wrong. We have no right to be 
contented with any conditions which 
ought to be improved, and which we can 
improve. 





But with the conditions God means us 





AS USED IN THE TORREY MEETINGS 


REVIVAL HYMNS 


Edited by D. B. TOWNER and CHAS. M. ALEXANDER 
Authors represented. Special] ry fi not 
95 only in evangelistic mestings, tot iso in the faler 
services of churches, young people's societies and Sunday 





to work among we must be content, and 
| with the work he gives us to do, and the 
reward he gives us for our work. He 
knows far better than we what is best 
for us, and what conditions will enable 
us to make our best contribution to the 
world. Three things are often allowed 
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Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred ; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 
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be or have something different from any 
one else. The second is the desire to 
be like some one else, or to have what 
he has. And the third is to know what 
is concealed from us. We cannot be 
happy with the present because of our | 
desire to know what is in the future. 


But God knows far better than _ 





to keep from screaming down-stairs, she | 
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what is good for us. 
and unresourceful that he must dupli- | 
cate lives, nor is he concerned to make | 
every life a mountain peak. He has his 
own fresh’ and perfect plan for each | 
human life, and nothing could be imag- 
ined or invented better than that plan 
of God. Just as we would be willing to 
prefer the podemess of a perfectly wise 
architect, if there were such a being in 
the world, in case we were to builda 
house, so we ought to rejoice to accept 


He is not so poor | 





for our lives the design of the great 
Father who knows all things, and whose 

rfect knowledge is equaled by his per- 
ect love. 


And we ought to be content even if we 
do not know all the future, for, in the 
| first place, we cannot know it. Even if 
God sought to tell it to us, we could not 
understand. People have never under- 
stood the intimations of the future that 


act each instant from right principle, and 
from that alone, and we can decide right 
principle better without knowing too 
| much about consequences. 


Some people are discontented if they 
have things. They think that we ought 
only to be contented with a condition of 
need, and that te abound is to be in a 
| position of danger. But Paul tells us 
that he had learned both to abound and 
to be abased, both to have and to want, 
in whatever state he was to be content. 
If God gives us comfort and plenty, we 
ought to be contented with it, and to use 
it as well as need it in his service and to 
his glory. . 


Without contentment possession loses 
its joy and power. 

If we are discontented with what God 
has done for us, how can we induce 
others to trust themselves to God ? 


a 


Have you ever tried The Sunday School Times 
Lesson Pictures as a heip in interesting your class 
in the lesson? Ten :cents will pay fora quarter's 
set,--each on a separate sheet of enameled paper. 
Descriptive matter on the back of each picture. 
Order a set for the Second’ Quarter. Order from 
your denominational publishing house. 
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God did give them.. And, in the second | 
place, we would be useless for present | 
duty if we knew, for we are intended to | ° 
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Lamp-chimneys with my 
name on them live to a ripe 
old age unless an unusual acci- 
dent happens tothem. They 
never break from heat. 

They give the best light, 
too, .because they fit and are 
made of tough glass, clear as 
crystal. 


Let me send you my Index to Lamp-' 
Chimneys, It’s free. 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 
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direct to the publishers, 





The Apostles’ Creed 


A beautiful little gift book. Each phrase in the Creed is commented upon 
in a devotional and searching manner. 
the words of an appropriate hymn, —one of the 
stance, opposite '' Suffered under Pontius Pilate,’ etc., will be found ‘‘O 


Printed in two colors, on fine antique paper. 


been published, but the indications already point to a large demand for it. 
Send orders to your bookseller, or 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


By the Rev. 
Wm. J. Gregory, 
A.M. 


On the opposite page are printed 
eat old hymns; for in- 


The booklet has just 
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From the Press of Jennings & Graham, Cincinnati. 





There is not a dry line in the book. 
not found here. 








THE LATEST AND MOST IMPORTANT WORK BY 


ROBERT ELLIOTT SPEER 


The Marks of a Man 


Or, THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 
THE MERRICK LECTURES OF 1906-7. 


A volume of great lectures by one whose every utterance commands widest 
attention, in which are brought with characteristic clearness the best thoughts. 
Mere platitudes and well-worn epigrams are 
It-is forceful: in its philosophy, contending for highest character 
and better manhood, and rings true for all that is essential in the Christian life. } 


[ Price, $1.00, net. For sale by bookdealers everywhere. 
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in two. 
stove warranted. 










NEW PERFECTION 
Wick Blue Flame Oil Cook-Stove 


is unequaled. It gives quick results because its 
is high hly concentrated. Cuts — 
ade in three sizes. 


er 
If not at your yd 


er’s write to our nearest agency. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


What Blue Flame Means 






It means the 
hottest and cleanest 
flame produced by 
any stove. This is 
the flame the New 
Perfection Oil Stove 

ves the instant a 
Ei hted match is ap- 

mn delay, no 
louie, no soot, no 
dirt. Forcooking, the 





The Rayo 










Every lamp warranted. 


OORPORATED) 


Lamp 


all-round household use. 
Made of brass throughout and beautifully nickeled. 
Perfectly constructed; absolutely safe; unexcelled 
in light-giving power; an ornament to any room. 
If not at your 
dealer’s, write to our nearest agency. 
STANDARD OIL COMPANY 


is the best 


lamp for 





TH, GENUINE MERFELY BELLS 


The most perfect, hig est class bells in the wor 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet, West ‘Troy P. O.. N.Y 


on EEE So 


foal McSame Beit Foameny Co., Bacrmsoae, Me. U.3.4 














Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, ro or more 

* copies. 15 cents each, not postpaid; 50 copies, 

10 cents: each, not postpaid. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, April 20, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second- class matter 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate anbiebian or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year, 


$1.00 One copy, or any number of 
e 


copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tonal will healpeed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 


























4031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘Read Pridential 


Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 
BOSTON NEWYORK PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO LOUISVILLE ST. LOUIS 


: ; HASTINGS, MASS. 
Main Office & Works po ‘yenoat GREEN MASS. 
OOK- 


ASTINGS \0O. 


EsTasiisHep 1827 Att Sizes 


CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE 


Three manuals and pedal, 44 stops, rebuilt within 
five years, with mahogany case, about 26 feet front, 
gold-ieat covered pipes and Ross water motors. Now 
in use and in good condition. Reason for selling, to 
be replaced by larger gift memorial organ. For further 
particulars and inspection apply to 

WILLIAM H. HOLLISTER, Jr., 
203 Cannon Place, Troy, N. Y. 


Individual Communion 
Cups 


More conven- 
ient, sanitary; Ga 
add impres- 
siveness 
ceremony, e 


troduced in- 
dividual servi 
satisfied 


way. List of users 
Return outfit (our exp not 
Sanitary Communion Outfit - Ith St. ‘Rechester.N.Y. 





Fair Prices 











over 4,000 
to tothe old 
free ca —_. 














INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE | 


Made of several materials. Write | 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue | 
No.2. George H. Springer, 
Manager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 








THE GREAT CHURCH 


For eiectric, gas, or oil. ae 


dimensions. Book of Light an LI G HT 


estimate free. 1. P. Prink, oe Peari St., New York. 
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Why Sunday-School Teachers 





issue of the Times. 


EW of us are apt to realize what a 
change has taken place in the foreign 
missionary outlook during the last 

three decades. Thirty years ago missions in 
many of the fields best known and most 
prosperous to-day either had not begun or 
were in comparative infancy. 

In Africa was just beginning to be mani- 
fested that great missionary impulse aroused 
by the death of Livingstone, The Free 
Church of Scotland had just planted on Lake 
Nyassa what was to develop into the won- 
derful Livingstonia Mission, and the Estab- 
lished Church was only settling at Blantyre. 
Alexander Mackay was volunteering as one 
of the first party of missionaries to Uganda, 
and was not to reach his field until two years 
later. Twenty years ago he saw two hun- 
dred of the little company of Christians mar- 
tyred in the great persecution of 1886, where 
to-day the Church Missionary Society reports 
sixty thousand baptized Christians in Uganda 
alone, oyer one thousand native churches, 
and a remarkable development of - self- 
extension in the surrounding districts. Thirty 
years ago Stanley had not yet finished his 
first journey across the Dark Continent, and 
the upper reaches of the Congo, now dotted 
with mission stations, were still unknown to 
the world, 


The Record of One Generation 

Turning to India, we find that within 
thirty years falls one of the most striking in- 
stances of success in the history of missions 
in any field, that of the American es 
among the Telugus. In three months, 
1878, over nine thousand persons were bee 
tized, and in 1890 a similar ingathering 
occurred. Ths Methodist work among the 
depressed classes, which has resulted in such 
great accessions, practically began less than 
twenty years ago. 

When the first Chinese missionary confer- 
ence met in Shanghai in 1877, they could 
report only thirteen thousand communi- 
cants, and had to admit that nine great prov- 
inces of the empire had not yet been occu- 
pied. To-day every province has its missiop 
stations, and the number of communicants 
has increased to over one hundred and thirty 
thousand. The whole country is on the 
verge of a revolution which, in its far-reach- 
ing effects, will not improbably form the 
most remarkable chapter in the history of the 
human race. 

Thirty years ago in Japan the edicts pro- 
hibiting the profession of Christianity by 
Japanese had been ignored only a short 
time, and the first churches were being 
formed. The tide that was to sweep so 
strongly toward Christianity during the 
eighties was still unexperienced. Missions 
in Korea, one of the most promising fields of 
the church, are not yet twenty-five years 
of age. 

All this means that the territorial extension 
of foreign missions has more than doubled 








during a single generation, and that hundreds 
of millions of human souls have been made 
accessible to Christianity for the first time. 
And the prospects for the next three de- 
cades are more wonderful still. When public 
attention has been gained, when the initial 
prejudice has been removed, and the super- 
stition and hostility of public opinion have 
been gradually honey-combed; when the 
language and trains of thought of the people 
have been mastered; when an adequate 
Christian literature has been prepared, and 
education has created a taste for it; when a 








T. H. P. Sailer, Ph.D., Assistant Secretary of the 
Home Department of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 


The Sunday-school’s next move is to be that of making every Sunday- 
school in the land a power-house of missionary knowledge, enthusiasm, 
and actual training for the home and foreign field. Live Sunday-school 
and missionary workers everywhere are now recognizing this, and are 
keenly alert to the need of working out actual methods for bringing it to 
pass. The Sunday School Times commences, with this stimulating 
discussion of Dr. Sailer’s, a broadside of special articles on the subject. 
The editorial note on the first page of this issue of the Times tells why. 
The question will be discussed more at length, editorially, in an early 
In the meantime, let teachers and superintendents 
be frankly facing the challenge of the message that Dr. Sailer brings. 
To answer it aright in your own school and class is going to mean such 
a spiritual advance as can come in no other way. 
word for this. 


We have Christ’s 


native ministry has been raised up, and 
leaders of real spiritual power developed, 
then we may expect an expansion of the work 
to which the past has furnished no analogy. 
We have been so used to an age of driblets 
in foreign missions that we fail to perceive 
that we are now entering an era of revolution. 

In the home-land the changes of thirty 
years are also most striking. When the 
Centennial Exposition was opened in Phila- 
delphia, the United States was still a provin- 
cial nation, and not recognized as one of the 
great world-powers. Millionaires were few, 
and spoken of with bated breath. Now in 
many ways we head the list of the world- 
powers, possess greater wealth than any 
other two combined, and are rapidly widen- 
ing the gap between us and our nearest 
competitor, We have hardly a greater prob- 
lem than how to control and use the enor- 
mous masses of capital that we have accu- 
mulated. 

Now I contend that any unprejudiced 
visitor from another planet, learning to-day 
of the facts set forth, and also that the peo- 
ple of America profess a religion whose 
founder had commanded his followers to 
make disciples of all nations, would at once 
conclude that this sudden opening of doors, 
kept closed for more than two millenniums, 
accompanied by this bursting of the bins of 
wealth at home, must inevitably result in a 
crusade such as the world has never known, 
But no such crusade has appeared. While 
there are signs of awakening interest here 
and there, the fact remains that in several 
of our leading denominations the amount 
contributed per capita to foreign missions is 
actually less than it was ten years ago in the 
hard times. Missionaries do not hesitate to 
say that the main discouragement that con- 
fronts them is that of the half-hearted sup- 
port of the home church, 


A Campaign of Education 

Any great crusade of action must be pre- 
ceded by a crusade of agitation and educa- 
tion. The most striking facts will not suffice 
unless they are interpreted and drilled into 
the consciousness and conscience of society. 
And since we are preparing, not for a brief 
campaign, but for a long-sustained siege, it 
is of imperative necessity that our children 
be educated on the subject. Here appears 
the strategic importance of the study of mis- 
sions by our Sunday-school teachers. 

If the work of foreign missions is to be a 
brief and decisive campaign, then the imme- 
diate provision of volunteers and funds is the 
only thing that need concern us, The Stu- 
dent Volunteer Movement in our colleges, 
and the Forward Movement and other col- 
lecting agencies in our churches, may be 
considered to cover the entire ground on the 
home field. But while a great battle is now 
on, and no one who has not been in the 
midst of it can possibly appreciate the pa- 
thetic force of the call for more men and 
supplies at once, it is a battle that is to last 
for generations to come, and that will be- 
come only hotter as the years go by. If we 
could surely foresee that throughout the en- 
tire twentieth century the American people 
would be engaged in a desperate struggle 
for national existence, we should not only 
call out every volunteer, but put weapons 
into the hands of the very babies in the 
cradles, and commence the military training 
of our boys from the moment they are able 
to walk, 

Now, it is an unfortunate fact that in these 
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Should Study Foreign Missions 


days many children in professedly Christian 
families get mighty little religious training 
outside the Sunday-school. The little they 
do get at home is mainly in the Bible. Very 
few of the present generation of Christian 
parents have much to impart to their chil- 
dren on the subject of missions. Mission 
bands and junior societies include only a 
fraction of the children of the church. Hence 
the chances are top-heavy that if our chil- 
dren do not get missionary instruction in the 
Sunday-school they will not get it at all. 

Therefore whatever else may be elective for 
the children of a Christian, foreign missions 
must be a required subject. It is a great 
living issue on which depends the welfare of 
ten times the population of our country, and 
for which our Lord has made us directly re- 
sponsible. We have no right to demand 
from the missionariés on the field more fidel- 
ity in their share of the work than we bestow 
on ours. 

If these things be admitted, it is hard to 
see how earnest Sunday-school teachers can 
escape a feeling of responsibility for some 
systematic instruction of their scholars in 
foreign missions. For really effective in- 
struction two things are necessary on the 
part of the teacher: knowledge of the sub- 
ject and enthusiasm for it. The mere pos- 
session of the lesson quarterly, or even of 
The Sunday School Times, and perfunctory 
study of it, do not make an effective teacher. 
There must be a grip of the subject that 
comes from living contact with it, and a 
glow of enthusiasm for all that it represents. 
Without these, teaching either of the Bible 
or of missions will be lifeless. And here lics 
the crux of the whole matter. Plans are 
being suggested for missionary instruction in 
the Sunday-school, Occasional or frequent 
missionary addresses from the desk, mission- 
ary application of the regular lessons, lessons 
of distinctively missionary material once a 
quarter, and other plans, have been pro- 
posed ; but none of these plans can_ possibly 
succeed so long as the rank and file of our 
teachers remain comparatively ignorant and 
cold. We are attacking the very heart of 
the problem when we urge upon ¢hem such 
a preliminary study of the subject on their 
own part as shall fit them for effective co-op- 
eration in some of these schemes for arous- 
ing missionary interest among our children. 


Mission Study by Groups 

For the last ten years the writer has béen 
studying and teaching the various text-books 
on missions prepared by the Student Volun- 
teer Movement, the Committee on the United 
Study of Missions, and the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement, and has become 
thoroughly convinced that for the creation of 
intelligent, intense, permanent, aggressive 
missionary interest the systematic study of 
some such course furnishes the most practi- 
cable and effective means. 

In our busy lives, that which is most prac- 
ticable is not always most effective, and vice 
versa; but after some experimenting the 
leading missionary Boards of this country have 
hit upon a plan that seems to demand not 
too much, and which yet promises real re- 
sults. They recommend the formation of 
small groups of from six to twelve members, 
to meet weekly under a leader for a course 
of from eight to ten sessions, to study and 
discuss freely a text-book presenting one of 
the great mission fields. : 

The negative advantages of this plan are 
(1) that it does not attempt the almost im- 
possible task of adding another large meeting 
to our present list. A small group is much 
easier to get together than a large one. (2) 
It does not attempt to hold this group for 
more than two months of the year. Many 
persons can give this time who could not 
stand a longer siege. (3) It does not at- 
tempt to cover more than a single definite 
subject in each course, It is not a mon- 
strosity. 

The positive advantages are (1) that it sets 
definite-dates for the performance of the task. 
Human nature is apt to procrastinate. How 
many skeletons of unfulfilled resolves hang 
in the closets of every mind,—things we have 
meant to do for a Jong time! They have 
been left undone because we never nailed 
them to a particular date. The class has a 
great advantage over individual study in that 
it puts a weekly spur on our flanks. We 








make additional effort to keep up with the 
class, and the frequency of the sessions 
keeps the matter before our attention. (2) 
It assigns a definite task for each meeting. 
Left to myself with so great a subject, I may 
dawdle or get sidetracked. In the short 
time I can give, I need to be brought at 
once face to face with a few well-selected 
issues. This need the text-book supplies. 
(3) It appoints a leader to assign work and 
guide the discussions. For all but trained 
students this is very desirable. (4) It de- 
mands expression on the part of each mem- 
ber of the class. The small size of the group 
permits this. If you wish to impress any- 
thing, express it. Hence, the session must be 
made a place for the expression of opinion, 
imagination, and feeling, and not merely of 
memory. This opportunity for expression 
and interchange of thought makes the class 
well worth attending. (5) It associates us 
with others interested in the same subject. 
Of the influences that sway us, that of social 
sympathy is perhaps the strongest and most 
irresistible. We are largely what our self- 
chosen associates make us, 


Books for Class Work 

As stated above, most of our leading 
Boards are now thoroughly committed to 
this group plan, and are prepared to send 
special helps for leaders and other literature 
to those willing to adopt the scheme. Almost 
unanimously they recommend for class work 
of the sort described the text-books issued 
by the Young People’s Missionary Move- 
ment. Every church in the country ought 
to have a class among its Sunday-school 
teachers, and many churches could afford to 
have several each season among different 
groups. 

Why should our Sunday-school teachers 
study foreign missions? Because this gen- 
eration stands before such an open door as 
the world has never known. Because they 
have the most magnificent opportunity of any 
class of people in Christian work to raise up 
a generation of Christians, intelhgent and 
enthusiastic in their support of the cause. 
Because, unless they study the subject sys- 


tematically they will be unable to present it | 


with understanding and effectiveness. Hu- 
manly speaking, without their earnest co- 
operation, the chances of reaching the mass 
of our children are small. 

May God open our eyes to the possibili- 
ties before us, and help us to equip our- 
selves thoroughly for a share in this new edu- 
cational campaign ! 


New York Ciry. 





Strength 
Without Overloading the Stomach 

The business man, especially, needs 
food in the morning that will not over- 
load the stomach, but give mental vigor 
for the day. 

Much depends on the start a man gets 
each day, as to how he may expect to 
accomplish the work on hand. 

He can’t be alert, with a heavy, fried- 
meat-and-potatoes breakfast requiring a 
lot of vital energy in digesting it. 

A California business man tried to 
find some food combination that would 
not overload the stomach in the morning, 
but that would produce energy. 

He writes: 

** For 


to sustain a business man without over- 
loading his stomach, causing indigestion 
and kindred ailments. 

‘* Being a very busy and also a very 
nervous man, I decided to give up break- 
fast altogether. But luckily I was in- 
duced to try Grape-Nuts. 


‘*Since that morning I have been a | 


new man; can work without tiring, my 
head is clear and my nerves strong and 
quiet. 

‘‘I find four teaspoonfuls of Grape- 
Nuts, with one of sugar and a small 
quantity of cold milk, make a delicious 
morning meal, which invigorates me for 
the day’s business.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
the little book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” 
in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


years I was unable to find al 
breakfast food that had nutrition enough | 
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To Extend 
the Usefulness 
of a Useful Life 


Nothing has ever been devised to equal life insurance. 
It is the easiest, fairest, safest way for the man who is 
of use to others to extend that usefulness beyond his life- 

time with them. ‘This does not appeal to the gay and 
giddy, but there*have been enough who felt the need of furn- 
. ishing such protection to make and keep 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


the greatest organization of its kind in 
the world. For sixty-four years the 
Mutual Life has protected an increasing number of homes, 
keeping safe the trust and paying promptly the money 
laid aside to provide fot “the home folks” after the un- 
selfish provider himself has departed. To-day the same 
protection is offered to other useful men. Are you 


such? 
The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies consult our 
nearest agent, or write direct to 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company 

of New York, 

N.Y. 
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Travel Poultry 
$250 Seiling June 19, S. S. Adriatic. 3% months. RHODE Island Reds ; Light Brahmas ; White, Buff, 
London, Holland, Belgium, France,Germany,Switzer- | Barred and Black Rocks; Buff, White, Golden 
land, Austrian Tyrol, Italy. High Class Tours. No ex- | and Silver Wyandottes; Brown, Buff and White Leg- 
tras. Mre. F. Kraft, 217 Lincoln Pl, Brooklyn, N. Y. | horns; Black Minorcas and Black Javas. Hardy, pro- 
| lific, farm pred. oa stock. For birds, moderate prices, 
or “‘eggs to hatch”’ at 10 cents each, write Walte 
For Sale Sherman (Sunnydale), Newport, R. 1. adie 
———— a it ick WR hai = = 
(CHESAPEAKE BAY, East River, Sak Water. bs 
“Riverside” Colonial modern house,gas and water Hotels 
works. 358 acres. 16 acres oystershore, Photographs SS 
and full particulars. A. W. Hepburn, Cardinal, Va. TH E HAMILTON 14th & K Sts., N. W. Washing- 
Seeetiee emeeea REN ton, D. C. A modern, home-like hotel on the 
GLOUCESTER, Mass. Annisquam Point. $7,500. American plan; good table; liberal management ; 
10-room house; all modern improvements; right | splendid location ; convenient to all places of interest ; 
on the water; hard, white, sandy beach; splendid | Transients accommodated, ei per day and up. 
boating, wg fishing, and magnificent ocean view; For particulars and booklet address Irving O. Ball. 
tennis and golf. Rent, $600 for the season. M. J. | Proprietor. 
Meagher, Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
| - - aac an Bank By Mail 
| Wedding Invitations ies ak PA ya 
: " a — _ pay 4% interest compounded semiann y 
WEDDING and Commencement invitations and WwW every dollar deposited. Booklet “— containing 
announcements, $2.50 per 100, including inside | full details, sent on request. Capital and surplus—g2,- 


and outside envelopes. 50 visiting cards, 35c. Agents 
wanted everywhere for visiting.cards. Send for sam- 
ples. S.'I. Forman, ‘Tenth and Arch Sts., Philadelphia. 


500,000.00. Commonwealth Trust Co., Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Opportunities 


$23-400 represents the annual salaries of positions now 
~ Open on our bmoks. Free registration. ‘‘ No 

sition—no pay.”’ Registration form ‘T sent on applica- 
tion. The nclow-Divalee Co., 245 Broadway, R: Y. 
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. 

| Typewriters 
POSTAL TYPEWRITER, $25... Only real typewriter 
at low cost. Combines universal keyboard, strong 
manifolding, mimeograph stencil, cutting. Visible 
writing, interchangeabie tvpe. prints from ribbon. 1Im- 
perfect alignment impossib'e. Wl! stand hardest wear; 
ractically accident proof. Agents wanted. Write | 

| Postal Typewriter Co., Dept. 54, Norwalk, Conn. 








Coins—Stamps 


$5 75 paid for rare 1853 quarters. Keep all momey 
° coined before 1875, and send roc. at once far 
a set of 2 coin and stamp value books. It may mean a for- 
tune to you. C. F, Clarke & Co., Dept. 46, Le Roy,N.Y 








| Pictures 

BEAUTIFUL Pictures for Home and Sunday-school. 

j 25 for 25c. 120 for $1. Each 51%4X8. Send 2sc. 
for 25 on the life of Christ. Larger size, 1z for soc. 


| See our book, “‘ The Story of the Christ.””. The Perry 
| Pictures Co., Malden, Mass. 





Sunday-School Supplies 


WIIN ESSING or Decision Day Cards. As re- 

cently illustrated in this paper, especially suited 
for Intermediate Departments, and usable any time. 
Send for sample. R.C. Messner, Rockford, Illinois. 








Patent Lawyers 











JNVENTIONS needed to prevent wrecks and save Teas 

labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent | ee * Z — 
Lawyers, Box Bb, Washington, D.C. Estab. 1861. Book- WELc OME BRAND TEA, renowned for flavor 
|: let free. References : Rev. J. J. Muir, A. M. Mcl ach- | and strength, gets you solid silver ceneqpens 
lin, banker, Wash., D.C.; Rev. E.B.Palmer, Phila.,Pa. | free. A two-cent stamp brings particulars. F, J. 


Bean, No. 108 Oak Street, Binghamton, N. Y. 


Agents Wanted 


LAPY. Agents wanted to introduce high grade em- 

~ broideries and shirtwaists Original selling plans, 
free samples, liberal terms. Splendid opportunity. 
Young & Young Embroidery Co., Box 10,Ottawa, Kan. 





Motion Pictures 


MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Fiim Views, 

| Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Sale. Catal 

| Machines, Films, Slides, etc. 
bert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











ule Free. We also Buy Magic Picture 
A. E. Harbach, 809 Fil- 
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THE POLICEMAN 
¥SPOT- 

LESS 
TOWN 





THE 


PRUDENTIAL 


HA Li 
STRENGTH OF_ 
GIBRALTAR 


PREMIUM RATES: 


This brilliant man walks up and down safety. 

Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. r 

The glitter of his shining star LIBERAL POLICIES: 
Arrests attention from afar. Sty 

It lights the beat and goes to show Policyholder. 

That naught can beat SAPOLIO SIMPLICITY: 


A housek r’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. ‘These mark 

ood housekeeping. No matter how 
i the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SECURITY : 





DIVIDENDS: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES 


LOW, commensurate with absolute 


The Prudential Policy has all privileges, op- 
tions and values plainly set forth. 


A foundation principle of all Prudential contracts. 


GOOD ADMINISTRATION : 


kept ahead of the times. 
characterize the administration. 


Liberal Dividend returns to Policyholders, 


Life 


Insurance 











Essentials 











Every proper freedom and benefit to 


The Prudential has always 
Integrity, Honesty and Economy 





SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 














| Iinsurance,"’ 





Send for booklet by Alfred Henry Lewis, ‘‘ My Conversion to Life 
and information of Policy at your age. 


Dept. 126. 

















SUMMER VACATION IN 
Egypt and Palestine 


‘These most interesting countries are not impossible 
in the summer months. ‘That impression has given 
way before the enthusiasm of those who have availed 
themselves of the usual vacation period, 

We will take you to Jerusalem in comfort during 
July and August. Sail June agth. Return September 
toth Write for announcement 


H.W. Dunning & Co., f PS 70%: 





JOHN P. DRYDEN, 
President. 





THE PRUDENTIAL 


Insurance Company of America 


Incorporated as a 
Stock Company by the State of New Jersey. 


Home Office : 
NEWARK, N. J. 














OME World's S. 5, Convention, $170 


1907. First-class tour, only 
All expenses, 
Rev. L. D. Temple, Watertown S., Mass. 





Romantic Devonshire 
The Land Made Famous by Philpotts’ Novels 


Philpotts has made us familiar with 
romantic Devonshire, in his fascinating | 
novels, ‘‘ The River,” ‘‘ Children of the } 





Chartered 1872. 


5 





The Middlesex Banking Company 


OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 


EXAMINED BY STATE COMMISSIONER. 


r cent Debentures and First Mortgages upon Real Estate; nearly 
during over thirty years’ business without loss or delay to investors. Send for information, 


Assets, over $6,000,000. 
Capital Stock, $338,400. 
Surplus, - $236,500. 


$40,000,000 sold 














Mist,” etc. ‘The characters are very hu- 
man; the people there drink coffee with 
the same results as elsewhere. A writer 
at Rock House, Orchard Hill, Bideford, 
North Devon, states: 

‘*For thirty years I drank coffee for 
breakfast and dinner, but some five 
years ago I found that it was producing 
indigestion and heartburn, and was 
making me restless at night. These | 
symptoms were {followed by brain fag | 
and a sluggish mental condition. 

‘* When T realised this, | made up my | 
mind to quit drinking coffee, and, hav- 


B.& B. 


a different kind 
of mail order store 





This store is a progressive, aggressive 
: | wholesale and retail Dry Goods Store with 
ing read of Postum, | concluded to try | g Mail Order Department for the convenience 
it. I had it carefully made, according | of those who cannot personally make their 
, to Cirections, and found to ae agreeable | purchases. 
| surprise, at the end of a week, that I no|* jhe object is to make Mail Order buying 
jlonger suffered from either indigestion, | 4, near like al selection as possible, 
jheartburn, or brain-fag, and that I could | 5, the Department consists of experienced 
drink it at night and secure restful and | shoppers who buy for you from the regular 
refreshing sleep. . | sales people just as you would yourself. 
‘*Since that time we have entirely dis-| wij you let these trained shoppers make 
continued the use of the old kind of | , few trial purchases for you? 
coffee, growing fonder and fonder of | 41st Semi-annual Catalog just issued tells 
Postum as time goes on. My digestive | shout the goods and lower prices. 
organs certainly do their work much Send for it 
better now than before, a result due to, Aico samples of Fancy Mixed Suitings, 
Postum Food Coffee, I am satisfied. $1.00 a yard. 
‘‘ As a table beverage we find (for all | ~ A qdress inquiry to Section 59. 


the members of my family use it) that 
BOGGS & BUHL 


when properly made it is most refreshing | 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


and agreeable, of delicious flavor and | 
aroma, Vigilance is, however, necessary 
to secure this, for unless the servants | (Allegheny) 
are watched they are likely to neglect | 
the thorough boiling which it must have | 





FOR CHILDREN S DAY 


THE CHILDREN’S JUBILEE. By Gabriel. 5 cts. | 
CHILDREN’S DAY. By Fred. A. Fillmore. 5 cts. | 
RECITATIONS AND EXERCISES. 32 pages (no 
music), 10 cents. 
Send for our full catalog of music of all kinds. Many 
new and interesting musical announcements in it. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 41-43 Bible House, N. Y. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 














(Lesson for May 5) APRIL 20, 1907 


Pears’ 


Pears’ is essentially 


a toilet soap. A soap 
good for clothes won't 
benefit face and hands. 
Don’t use laundry soap 
for toilet or bath. That 
is, if you value clear 
skin. 
Pears’ is pure soap 
and matchless for the 


complexion. 
Sold in town and village 








<>O ozmaor—= 





We have three new services : 
* THE GOD OF NATURE 
SONGS OF SUMMERTIME 
* THE SERVICE OF THE KING 
* Orchestra score, ten parts, $1.00. | 
Send 10 cents for samples, the above three and others. | 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
150 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


1907 CHILDREN’S DAY EXERCISES. _ 
Roses and Lilies, Frihlingzeit, 
Children Song Service, The Chil- 















with a separate program. 

‘These tour Children’s Day Exercises 
are leaders. We firmly believe they 
will please you when once tested. Send 
10 cents for any three as samples. Also 
send for the Famous Solo Book 
“ Mother, Childhood and Home,’’ and 
Telescope Organ Catalogue Bilhorn 
. Lake St., Chicago Ill. 


CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Children’s Carols No. 3, just published, and two 
others, will be sent postpaid upon receipt of ro cents 
in stamps, each service containing from 10 to 12 songs, 
responsive reading, and many recitations. Price, 55 
cents per dozen ve © hundred, postpaid. 

MEYER & BROTHER, Publishers, 
104-108 Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. 













in order to extract the goodness from the | 
cereal.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. Read the little book, 
"The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. | aE = St le 
** There's a reason.” Read Prudential 


WRITE A For us to-day. it-May Be Worth 


Advertisement. 
it will pay yor. 


[SONG Music ort 7'suar Blas Chicago. | 





12 Children’s Day Services 


all’ different, maiied once only for xo cents, it name 
of superintendent and Sunday-school is given. 


WINNE 


MORTGAGE CO. 


OF WICHITA, KANSAS 
Paid-Up Capital, $250,000 


Offers at par and eqareed intuvent, payable on 


5% SERIES “D” 
LAND CREDIT BONDS 


Denominations: 
$50, $100, $200, $250, $300, $500, 
$1,000, $2,500, $5,000, and $10,000. 


These bonds, plus accrued interest, will be 
cashed at any time upon presentation. 

‘The business of this company was established 
in 1889. Since that time up to Decembe: 


r 
1906, it has negotiated $5,447,135. in fare 
° 


loans. No investor ever lost a ar or ace 
quired a foot of land in foreclosure, 
The Winne Mortgage Co. shite: 














CHILDREN ’"S DAY SERVICES 


FLOWERS AND PRAISES 





Samples 
MUSIC OF NATURE 
SUMMER’S GOLDEN MESSAGE 
BOWER OF BEAUTY 
Cantata for June, or the Summer season, is 
Flora’s Birthday. 25 cents the copy. 
Souvenir Sacred Song Post Cards. 
25 cents the dozen. Send for list of titles. 
Gospel Song Writing Tablet. 
50 sacred songs, photo of composer on 50 sheets 
paper, tableted, 25 cents. 
Phila.,Pa., 1018-20 Arch St. 
Hall-Mack CO. } New York, x sth ion, 
PUBLISHERS) Chicago, 95 Dearborn St. 


of the 
four for 
12 cents 











| and choir. 
| lands. ‘l'wo new and charming services for the Sun- 
| day-school. 
| roll, including the above. 


—_ » iearn. 
57 Washington St., Chicago. | 


dren School of Song and Exercises, | 





HOPE B. CO., 150 Michigan Ave., IGAGO 


CHILDREN’S DAY fe's,& 


Summer , Blossoms, Summer Gar- 


Enclose 10 cents in stamps for sample 
Price 55c. a doz., postpaid. 
A Summer Day, Summertime, Two Children’s 
Day Cantatas for the Sunday-school, Sweet melodies 
Price, — acopy. Stamps taken. 
Children’s Day Anthem in ‘‘The Church 
Choir ’’ for May. Price, roc. ; $1.20 a dozen. 
A 16-pege = of Specimen Pages of choir 
music FREE for the asking. Name this paper. 
an Ave. 
i 


GEO. F, ROSCHE & 00. {Kee N. Niams St. 
CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Free Samepies of two fine services mailed anywhere : 
THE REIGN OF THE ROSES and ON THE 
KING’S HIGHWAY. 5 cents single; 55 cents dozen; 
.oo a hundred, not prepaid ; $4.25 prepaid. R. Frank 
ihman, 1308 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW 


About each book we issue, as soon as it 
comes out? We will gladiy put your 
mame on our Permanent Mailing List for 
book announcements. A postal card re- 
quest will be sufficient. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





























